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'NIXON "INKS INTO LAW C:& O.CANAL PARK ] PLAN--'MAJOR AOCOMPLISHMENT'
Thc Cuanberland NCWS

C & 0 CANAL PABK BILL IS SIGNFD BY PRES IDMNT NIXON -
' The W¢~aington Post

NIXON SIGNS C & 0 CANAL BILL IN CALIFORNTIA
2 (o1 The Horning Herald (Hagerstown)

'

These and other headlines throughous.the country heralded the sign-
ing of the Chesapcake and Ohio Zanal Naivicnal Historical Park Bill by
President Nixon on Friday, 8 January 1971, The bill authorized the de-
velopment of the C & O Canal into a 20,0%0-acre national parkm-the final
result of years of efforts by coqserve«*‘nlsts, residents along the ca-
nal, historians, and especially by the C & O Canal Association, Senator
Charles McC, Mathias said of the bill:"President Nixon'is approval'of the
bill to cstablish the C & 0 Canal National Historical Park is a solid
victory for conscrvation and for thousands in the Potomac Valley who
have worked and walked and waited for this day over decades,"

RN

The new. park strotching 184 5 miles from Gcorgctown to Cumberland
includes, of coursec,our historic canal which scrved as an important water-
way for the better part of the 19th century to its demisc in 1924, at
which time a flood in 1924 destroycd many canal structurcs, The 1cgis-
lation for the park auhtorized, but did not appropriate, $20 million for
land acquisition and $17 mllllon for dcvelopment. On this point Scnator
Mathias promiscd further coopcration stating,"As thc Scnatc sponsorcd
* this lcgislation, I intend to work with Sccrctary-Designate Morton and

others to sccurc the funds to carry out this important law," :

Now begins a ncw phasc of watching ﬁhc'park dcvclop#-hopefully with
“the advice of citizen organizations .to cnsuyrc that it is 1ndccd dovclopod
and maint11ned as onc of national treasuros should be.,

Thanks to all who helpcd us pass this major milestone,



ANNUAL CANAL HIKE SLATED IN CUMBERLAND ON MAY 1--ALLEGANY CHAPTER

The Allcgany County chapter of the C & O Canal Association is make
ing plans to host the annual Justice William O, Douglas hike along the
canal which is scheduled for this county on Saturday, lay 1.

Lynn DeHart, president, and lirs, Edward W, Troxcll arc serving as
co-chairmen for the hike whlch is expccted to attract about 600 conscr-
vationists to Allegany County. The hike will start at Spring Gap at
9 a,m, May 1 and will come to the western terminus of the 184-mile long
canal from Washington,

Speeial impetus will be given the hlke this ycar beacause Presi-
dent Nixon on January 8 signed into law the lcgislation creating the
Chesapcake and Ohio National Historical Park,

Justice Douglas, who is famcd for his conservation efforts began
focusing public attention on the need to preserve the old canal in 1954,
Since then Justice Douglas and members of the C & O Canal Association
and many others have made a point annually about May 1 of hiking over
a portion of the canal,

There will be a business meeting of the Association on Friday
night, 30 April somewherc in the Cumberland arca, and there will also
be a social hour and dinncr 6f some kind on Saturday night following
the hike, Dctails will be carried in the next issue of Along the Tow-
path, Hopefully, there will also be a Hike Guide developed for those
taking part in the hike itself, ,

*****************#***************************************************

I1CE SKATING ON THE CANAL

Principal interest in the Canal in winter concerns ice skating
and, although.no skating is cver permitted below Lock 5 here’ arc the
general ground rulcés which pertain to ice skatihg!

In any arca where skating is cver permitted, there are signs which
say: Unsafe Ice

NO skating or sledding
SAF '

Skate At .

Own Risk

On Canal

‘Please Stay
Off Ice When
Thawing

These conditions are controled by the Park Police, As noted above,
no skating cver below Lock 5. Skating tends to concentratc between Locks
8 and 12, However, in a hard freczc, it may be extended to Lock 5 and

ght then be from Locks 5 to 12, Thc newspapre gives a number to call:
6700 weckdays (National Capital Affairs Public Affairs Office) and
the U, S, Park Police for weekend information, Attention is called to
the fact that inquiries should not be made before 10:30 a.m, as it takes
that long in the day for the various inspcctions to be made and the rc-
ports to be in, It is also possible at times that skating may be per-
mitted for onec mile above the Footbridge at Great Falls and also at
Swains Lock But water cenditions in the Canal, as well as weather, may
vary and it is best to check first, Unrortunately, some peoplc skate
wherever they choose, thus endangering themselves and making for prob-
lems for the Park Police, At Lock 7, on the downstream portion of the
parkway, thc Park Policc will sometimes set up fluorescent orange cones
in the middle of £he roadway so that the right side next to the 8anal
can bc uscd for parking, and the left uscd for through traffic,
2



™0 1923 C.& O CANAL CANOE TRIPS
(BY CONSTANT SOUTHWORTH)

In the three years before two 1924 spring storms knocked out the
C & O Canal, a small group of hikers made a number of three- or four-
day warm-waether canoc trips involving the combined use of the canal and
the Potomac, Sometimes we sent our canoes, with pup tents, blarkets (we
owned no sleeping bags), ponchoes, mosquito nets, etc., by mule towboat
up the canal, and sometimes by train to points on tributaries on the Po-
tomac. Then we rejoined in the canoes, by train and hiking, and paddled
down river and canal in easy stages to Glen Echo, Maryland where we re-
gularly kept them for shooting the river rapids, especially Stubblefield
Falls, We purchased canal waybills for the return trips in advance at
the canal company's Georgetown office, As we neared a lock in our can-
oes we would shout "Ho lock!' and the lockkeeper or his wife would come
out and lock us through,

I look back with special nostalgia to our two four-day trips over
30 May and 4 July 1923. In the following account I include a number of
distances and other gecgraphical details to show how we divided our trips
between canal and river (based on 47-year memories plus more modern maps
and distance measurements),

In preparation for the 30 May 1923 trip we sent our four canoes by
B & 0 and Western Maryland Railroads to Detour, Md,, where a dozen or
so of us rejoined them, likewise by train, Detour is on a small stream,
Little Pipe Creek, whose water gets to the Potomac via Double Pipe Creek
and the Monocacy River, Before we boarded the canoes at Detour one of our
male members announced our presence in town by tumbling (I don't think
he meant to), with a loud clatter, the length of an open flight of stairs
from the second to the ground flooer in the local grocery-dry goods store,
As we loaded the canoes at the edge of the stream, we had the impression
that most of Detour's hundred-odd citizens had turned out 'to see us off--
probably the first canoe flotilla, maybe the last, to set forth from thair
shores,

We paddled and floated down the three streams, camping the first
and second nights on the Monocacy's banks, It took a lot of alert ocular
reconnaissance from the floating canoes to pick stopping places smooth
and wide enough for our World War I pup tents and our fires, In those
days, long before becoming the Army's channel for disposal of surpius
anti-crop biological warfare poison, the Monocacy seemed unpolluted _
even below Frederick Junction, We passed by our stopping place at High-
way 28 of the previous year when a terrific downpour during the night
made off with a canoe, leaving only one for our group of five, We never
saw it again, Had the men heeded the advice of one of the girls and pull-
22 it far up the bank before leaving the stream to spend the night in a
nearby- barn, we would still have it, ' o

At one point we sent a walking delegation over the green open fields
to Buckeystown to buy additional provisions, Then we swept under the mag-
nificent canal aqueduct at the Monocacy's mouth, constructed in 1833,

It is the largest on the canal, with a 516-foot span of seven 54-foot
arches of white granite. Thence we proceeded 12 miles down the Potomac

to the final night's camping place. It was at the river intake lock a
Tifth of a mile below Edwards Ferry on a level strip beside the pond-
like widening of the canal which once served as a turn-around bacin for
boats coming from Goose Creek, This spot, loacted in the former Level
Walker section of our much admired end feondly remembered Captain Goirdon
3. Ferting (now deceased) off the U3IS Yancey (amd now the section of BLL
Ciegue), was in a way the high spot of cur trip, It comanznded a fine view
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TWO 1923 C & O CANAL CANOE TRIPS (Continuéd)

across the Potomac, including Goose Creek, It was on enough open, level
ground to make tent pitcning and feeding operations easy. It provided an
. admirable deep swimming pool--we have a photo of one c¢f our group shav-
ing in it with brush and mirror while treading water. Nothing of this
charming spot is left today but overgrowth and desolation~-with a crowded
_row of cheap summer cottages with outhouses extending along the river-

front from the intake lock up to Edwamds Ferry. The ba31c walls of the in-
teresting old lock itself are intact, but that's about all

Next day we completed the remalnlng 23 miles of our descezt to Glen
Echoto Seneca Dam (No, 2) by river, around the dam by canal, river to
Great Falls, and canal from Great Falls to Glen Echo.

Five weeks later, over 4 July, we again canoed for four days., We sent
the four canoes by towboat up to Lock 44 at Williamsport, Md,, 100 miles
from Georgetown. Rejoining them by train and foot we descended the Poto-
mac Valley by alternating canal and river, mostly river--we had a feel-
ing that gravity was cooperating more actively with us in the river than
in the canal, It was around dams 4, 3, and 2 that we especially found the
canal a godsend, These dams, of course, are ancient, innocent, low affairs
in no way akin.to the huge canal-and-countryside-flooding dams proposed
. every few years by the Army Engineers, Axnother canal escape from danger-
ous white water was around the long Harpers Ferry bend, where we passed
uenca(h the entertaining white-painted. ad of Mennen's talcum powder on
the bluff far above, Just above Dam No. 4 our trip included a 3.3~-mile
stretch-of river opposite Cedar Grove, where the canal loses itself by .
r&JOklng into the river, In01dentally, I can't recall -just what the Doug-
das hikers did there in March 1954..-it was too chilly to swim, The ca-~
nalte dlsappearance worried us Tor & while on the canoe trip, but it re-
emcfpod in the nick of time for us te elude the dam and avoid capsizing
aod co continue on to repeat cur memorable week-end camplng at the‘ﬂn-,
Lake lock below: Edwards Ferry° ‘ Ry

(Mr, %outhworth is the Level Walker ass1gned to Section 13, Edwards Fe"vy
to Fort Harrison Isl awd-umtdeagc 30.8-33, 2) and has long been ass001ated
with he Level Walkers and the C & O Canal Association, Thank you for
your interesting article, Connie Southworth, Similar articles are re-
quested from Level Walkers, C & O Canal Association members, or others,
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C & 0O CANAL ITEMS AVAILABLE

& O CANAL Association sew-on - patches and the BSA Hiker's Guide to the
& O Canal--184 miles of adventure are available for $1,00 each from:
Level Walker Chairman
7535 Will Street
Ft., Meade, Maryland 20755

C
C

From time-to-time we receive requests from readers for back issuesof the
newsletter, Along the Towpath, Unfortunately, most issues are not avail-
ablc, though there are a few extra pages. For anyone wanting any back
issue badly enough, we can get copied for you for 10¢ per page--no charge
if there happens to be extra mimeographed pages available, Also avail-
able at the above address,

Anyere desiring to he placed on the me'71np list for Alcng the rnowpath

mayv 30 so by ovoviding a demation of $2,u0 per year to heip cover the
cosls of postage, ofiirn <19p11es ~trn . Address =3 2bove,
i



LEVEL WALKERS REPORT

WORK IS PROGRESSING ON THE SECOND SECTION OF THE TOWPATH GUIDE FROM
SENECA TO HARPERS FERRY, ALL LEVEL WALKERS IN THIS AREA HAVE BEEN NOTI-
FIED AND HAVE BEEN REQUESTED TO UPDATE THE BASIC NOTES AND PREVIQOUS
LEVEL WALKER REPORTS SO THAT WE MAY FINISH THIS SECTION AS SOON AS POSS-
IBLE, ONCE AGAIN, MAY I ASK FOR_YOUR COOPERATION. IF YOU ARE UNABLE TO

DO_THIS AT THIS TIME, LET ME XKNOW AND I WILL PROVIDE FREELANCE ASSISTANCE,
: ; (CHAIRMAN, LEVEL WALKERS )

Miss Rae T, Lewis, Level Walker, Tidal Lock to 0ld Boat Incline has made
an excellent suggestion about changing Level Walker reporting dates--
changing them to 15 April and 15 November, based on the rationale that
by 15 April each Level Walker should have had an opportunity (good wea-
ther) to get out to his section, and by 15 November, many Level Walkers
would have wound up their"fair weather" hiking, So, those are the new
dates, please note them, As noted above, early attention is requested
of those Level Walkers in the Seneca to Harpers Ferry area,

.Would all Level Walkers please include the ZIP code in theircorrespon-
dence, to help sveed up the mail and to ensure that my correspondence
to you arrives at the right address. Also, if your address has changed
in the last year, and you have not corresponded in that time, please
iet me know, And, since we are on the details of mailing, please check
your records to ensure that you have my correct address, since it changed
in the last year. It is: CAPT T, F, Hahn, USNR Phone: -
7535 Will Street Home 301-677-3859
Ft. Meade, Maryland 20755 Bus 301-688-6734

Now to comments from Level Walkers since the last newsletter:

SEC  [EVEL WALKER MILEAGE SECTION DESCRIPTION
3 Philip Stone 5 Brookmont to Cabin Johqwrgports
that the canal, the towpath, and the locks and appurtenant struccures
continue to be in good to excellent condition, However, the upstream gate
of Lock 5 is partly open so that more than 80% of the water has been

rained from the canal between Locks 5 and 6, and that he does not know

the reason, He also reports that there were more walkers than in June,
but fewer cyclists and no fishermen or canoeists,

4  Dr, Ken Phifer 5 Cabin Jchn to Lock 14 that the

- canal is well-watered and that the towpath is in good shape--firm and
unrutted, Two new wooden beams have been placed in the lower. lock gate
ofLock 8, but there is a leak in the stone wall of Lock 8 near the up-
pergate on the berm side, 12 mallard ducks were seen at this location,
There are some leaks in the wall of Lock 10 on both sides near the up-
per gate, Lock 11 is in very fine condition., Wood has been replaced in
the upper gate of Lock 12, At Lock 13 there is a leak in the wall on the
berm side near the upper gate. Also at this lock, the photograph and
sign are missing, _

13 Constant Southworth 30.8 Edwards Ferry to Harrison Island,
"My whole towpath section is in excellent shape, with a smooth, even sur-
face, It is a quiet, neatly kept stretch, not as exciting as some other
stretches, but restful and relaxing, It offers an attractive, secluded
woods walk with some variant pleasant parallel field walks,,.,Both banks
of the canal are heavily overgrown with trees up to 40 feet high or high-
er, The canal bottom in the lower part has many high trees growing rigut
i ii, bul that in the upper *wo-thirds. roughly, whkich is (coutiiued)
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LEVEL WALKERS REPORT (Continued)

is largely covercd with shallow water, is much less overgrown,,.,Just
above Broad Run a small stream comes into it (the canal) on the berm
side and, defying the ordinary concept of gravity, flows up the canal
and broadens out over the whole canal bottom, so that for most of the
rest of my section (up to Harrison Island) the canal bottom is covered
bank to bank with some inches of water, As far as I know, my section is
the only one in the whole canal that boasts an upflowing stream.

17 Rap P. Teele 42,2 Monocacy Aqueduct to Nolands
Ferry, "When we visited lMonocacy on November 7, 1970, wc were disap-

pointed to find that nothing had been done to put the aqueduct in better
condition, Mr, Courter understated when he mentioned one large hole in
the floor of the aqueduct, There are several, A couple of them have been
covered by boards, but the boards are rotting, We also noticed that the
run-off from rains forms a stream that enters the stonework of the found-
ation at 42,19, and no work has been done on the crevices in the stone-
work of the towpath, Many of the crevices are wider than a man's foot..

« and one that I mecasured is 15 inches deep. Another winter of freezing
and thawing will make them wider and deeper. Until repairs are made,
both thcaqueduct towpath and the floor of the aqueduct should-be posted
with JTarge DANGER signs., In my earlier report I noted that-the-tewpath

Was 1in btad condition from 44,50 to Nolands Ferry Road. The holes have
now been filled but the towpath isin bad condition from approximately
L 48 to 44,50, Nothing has been done about the hole at 44,04,,.This
section of the canal is relatively clean and has little standing water,
and consequently is relatively free of gnats and mosquitos, There is
no hope of seeing mammals unless hunting can be controlled....Fresh
shotgun shells gave evidence of a hunter, Incidentally, I feel that
horseback riders should have a separate path if they are to use the
park, unless the horses can be trained to leave their offerings at the
side of the path and not in it,.

19 Lyman C, Stucker 48,2 Point of Rocks to Catoctin Aque-
duct provided a very complete eight-page report and changes to the basic
notes, In part, Lyman states, "During recent months I have made several
survey walks on towpath Section #19, Every time I zo it seems I discover
something new and interesting...The history of Point of Rocks and Lan-
deTs 1s very interesting so I expect to have more to report on that la-
ter,,.Towpath generally in very good shape...canal bed in need of clean-
ing of many rocks near Point of Rocks, This area abounds in history, such
as-~-the activity of Civil War troops at Point of Rocks and the fi:hdams
built in the Potomac by early Indians, A hobby by some is to discover
stone mason totem (marks) on the stones at the locks. (We would be in-
terested in these marks at all locks or other canal structures--Editor,)
(The revision of this section is one more to add to our current goal to
bring the Sencca to Harpers Ferry section of the Towpath Guide into
reality, Level Walkers in this area, please rally to the cause!)

24 Jimmie Porter 62,4 Lock 36 to Dargans Quarry re-
ports that the stonework of Lock 36 is in good condition, with a foot-
bridge across the lock, "Lock gates are both down and nearly rotted away,
There is some bulldozer work at the end of the lock, in the canal bed,.
The purpose of this work could not be determined,,.At 62,90, Huckleberry
Hill, a hiker-biker overnight camp' has'been constructcd at this point.
Tt—is—incorrectly noted in the Boy scout "Hikers Guide to the C/0 Canal"
as being at 62,60, At 64,89, Dargan Bend Recreational Area, two parking
lots are available, one for autos and the other for boat trailers, A wood
biridge with concrete approaches goez across the can2l te a coucrebe boat
ranp on the river, Seven new picnic 2ables are available, but (continued)




LEVEL WALKERS REPORT (Continued)

no local water supply., No camping is permitted, Latrines are available,
and on both occasions were clean,,.,lnuspection of ther culvert (mileage
64,99) indicates considerable repair work has been done to fix the dam-
age mentioned in the basic notes, Generally. the canal is in good condi-
tion for hiking along this gtretch, with some evidence of minor repairs

having been done by the maintenance crew, It is also one of the most
eavily travelled arcas away from the Great Falls area,

28 John C. Frye 72,8 Shepherdstown (Lock 38) to Lock
59 states that, "Lock 38 is in excellent shape., No gate remains are evi
ient and waste weir is closed with silt but stone work strong, There is
an auto bridge constructed over the downstream end which allows cars to
cross to the boat ramp located just south of the old road bridge piers
(bridge destroyed in '36 flood), The boat ramp was too high for present
river water level, Bridge should be MOVED from lock, possibly relocated
just south of the lock, The present bridge at the lock is very distrac-
ting and unsightly, The huge house-like structure on the berm side of
Thé canal 1s 1n very bad condition and dangerous, and should be removed,
.. .lNe_towpath was in top ghape the encire distence, in fact not a large
tree branch or similar object wm noticed... Lock 39 is also in excellent
shape,..Part of the original snub post is still standing. Only the found-
ation of the upper gate remains, but the waste weir is clear and in good
shape,..Only a little of the lock house foundation remains and the old
road that gave access to the lock is not visible..,I still hope for some
kind of recognition for James Rumsey at Lock 38 and plan to work more on
that, Not only did he invent the steamboat and run it here, I believe
he was the first engineer on the old Potomack Company, the forerumner
of the C & O, The Park Service should be commended on the fine Jjob of
maintenance on this section. Also, I am beginning to realize how lucky
we are in regards to the C & 0, I spent two days last September touring
the remains of the o0ld D & H Canal in Pennsylvania with the Pennsy Canal
society, All that remains of that great work is a few hidden locks and
aqueduct remains,

30 Art Cramer 76.7 Snyders Landing to Lock 40 re-
ports that no changes were noted and no adverse effects of earlier high
water were noted.

31 Hal Cramer 79.4 Lock 40 to Marsh Run Culvert
notes that, "At Horseshoe Bend just above Lock 40 g few hundred feet
from the canal, there is evidence of new houses being built, Apparently
as part of the development called Potomac Valley Farms, there is one
house nearly completed and foundations for others started. Also, there
arc "ﬁo Trespassing" signs posted at the footbridges over the canal near
Lock 40, '

34 Vic Conrad 88,1 Charles Mill to Foremans Ferry .,
"My level.,.is about 3.7 miles. It is all slack water, or nearly all,
backed up from Dam 4,,.There are two short stretches about 3 to 1 mile
upstream from Charles Mill which are under water right up to the cliffs
any time the river rises several feet, I made four passes at my level
last spring, and several this.fall, before finally finding the water level
iow enough To permift me To pass along the old mule path along the cliffs
they used because the boats were navigated in the river at these points.
Once I came in from the west end of my level down to where flooded mule
track stopped me, To do this I had to walk the level west of mine also,
It would take a2 mountain goat to get up over the cliffs and arcumd th:
Tos2ded aule-tracks when water is high, One-fourth mile west (continued)




LEVEL WALKERS REPORT (Continued)

of Charles Mill in the spring there is a wet weather stream about five
feet across and eight inches deep which gushes out of a cave thirty feet
from the river bank and flows into the river, a very sypectacular gight,
llost of the year it is just a trickle or bone dry...I made my last trip,
which was December 12 past, On December 11 there had been very high winds,
Tt is my custom to clear the towpath of loose brush as I walk alcng. This
time I must have removed 1,000 branches from the towpath, some so large

I could just manage to drag them off.,..In the spring, I saw four cotton-
tails, two fox squirrels, sixty wild ducks, and a multitude of birds, in-
>luding two pileated woodepeckers, four turkey vultures and a brown crane.
This fall the level was practically devoid of wild life, I saw three
w1ld ducks, a few crows and cadinals, and heard woodpeckers working but
souldn't spot them, Other years I have seen deer, once three together,
sbout one mile west of Charles Mill there is a fine old colonial style
‘armhouse, about 200 yards north of the towpath, apparently the home of

2 working farmer, This is as nice a home as can be found in Washington
vounty, which has a great many old colonial homes, I do not know the own-
2r, but plan to make his acquaintance next time around. The residence

snd mill at Charles Mill are both nice examples of fine old buildings.

fne. mill wheel is still in place,,,"

39 Adam and Jeanette Harsh 102.0 Pinesburg Station to 01d R. R,
"ridge reports that, ",,,The towpath was fine for walking, cycling, rid-
‘ng, ete., full of autumn™Ieaves, and no rougn spots, wash-outs or holes,
“n fact this is one of the best sections for enjoyment. Found no notice-
~ble garbage with exceptions of a dozen beer cans along the tow-path,
¢nd many paths to the river for fishing, The entire canal bed is full of
growth, and along the old Pinesburg Quarrie, there is abundance of large
rocks rolled into the canal bed, as shown in a photograph attached, (In
a query regarding the stones, the Harshes later added,"The large rocks
n the canal bed came there from an abandoned stone quarry, thru blast-
ing around 15 or more years ago. There are cliffs along the side of the
canal, a 100 or more feet in places, and this will run about a quarter
of a mile, At places the canal bed is nearly closed, and would Le expen-
sive to move them, The end of our section is at mile post 102, and can
enter at that point, thru the Banzhoff property and park the car near the
2anal bed, The other end or above mile post 103 can be entered via "Gift
Poad" which joins a road near Charlton Elevator, off Pinesburg Road,")
.Back to original report) There is also a road known as "Gift Road" lead-
ing from the country side to the canal towpath with a lock bar across the
~nd, that would enter the tow-path, but prohibits persons entering the
iow=path in an emergency, with an ambulance to assist sick persons on the
tow-path, For an example, several weeks ago, above this barrier a man had
 heart attack on the canal tow-path, and had to be carried about a mile
50 enter an ambulance, and the ambulance attendants were nearly exhausted,
Iais should be corrected or barriers removed and have the Park Rangers
ivatrol the tow-path., (This does pose a problem from the Park Service point
- ¥ view--emergencies do arise, but people do take advantage where there
.3 no physical barrier, Perhaps with the changed status of the canal as
o National Park, more Rangers will be available and the barriers can be
~cmoved, Any comment, NPS?..-Editor) We also observed an old dry dock or
casin where at The time of canal operation, were stored sand boats, re-
palr boats, etc,, used in the repairs of the tow-path, The buildings are
+11 removed, Thls spot along the canal near the home of Mr, and Mrs.
.'Connel, whe live in one of the o0ld restored cana; houses.,.He also has
xn attractive recreational area along the tow-path which is used during
cummer months,..," (Continued)
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LEVEL WALKERS REPORT (Continued)

45 Bill,Davies 116,.0 Licking Creek Aqueduct to Millstone
provided a fine description o icking Creek Aqueduct and Culvert No,

66. Bill has also assisted in the physical description of the locks,
culverts, etc,, of the Georgetown to Seneca Section of the Towpath Guide,

%8 Alan Franklin 154,.5 Lock 63 1/3 to Paw Paw (MD.51).
s usuwal, it is difficult to know what part of Alan's report to use, since
it 'is always so full of interesting information..."We chose a grazy time
to walk the section, and a cold night to camp out by the river, but it
was fun,..The really good work the Park Service has been doing to pre-
serve the Tunnel and gorge should Now pay oif, as they acquire funds
ericugh to maintain the canal in proper style, (L am omitting the very
Interesting historical notes regarding the tunnel, as I suspect they will
be in the article Alan Franklin and his wife have agreed to write on the
Tunnel Section for Along the Towpath--Editor),... At the South Portal the
small slide, noted in my June 1970 report, had carried away a part of the
ledge at the top of the portal, The steps on the berm side are badly
loosened, perhaps in part also a result of this slide, It had been cold,
and many beautiful ice-falls still hugged the cliff over the portal., A
good. deal of ground water drips down this cliff, but the top few feet are
quite dry, suggesting that the water is not just runoff. The Park Service
has erected a wooden partition closing off the entire portal opening;
fortunately they have built into it a lottle door for the towpath, which
was unlocked, Thus the tunnel may now be visited in winter, We went throuhg
with flash-lights and a lantern, The interior of the tunnel is in remark-
ably good shape, The Park Service are to be commended for the excellent
care they have taken of it, on meager resources,The notion of blocking
the entrances in winter is very good, since it prevents frost damage to
the brick lining, There is extensive dripping from only five places...
North Portal--Although the canal at the entrance here is still filled,

to the level of the towpath, with rock from the massive slide noted in
my QOctober 1969 report, the boardwalk towpath has been repaired and is
again sound, The rockpile has apparently prevented the erection of a par-
tition to close this end, As a result, some ice has formed in the inter-
ior walls of the tunnel near the North Portal, Outside, on the cliffs
overhead, rather extensive streams fall from several places, The diver-
sion of these streams might help prevent. future slides at this portal...
We noted what appears to be horizontal rope grooves on a low rock bor-
dering the towpath just downstream from North Portal, If that is what
these are, it suggests that rather long towropes were used..,At Lock 66
there is now an excellent. footbridge over the canal,,.At I0ck 64 2/3 there
is no sign identifying the number of this lock, I _hope, as a part of the
development of the C & O Canal National Historical Park, that the visitor
will be told, the story of these locks and how they came to have frac-
tional numbers..." S :
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21 Albert T, Swann, Jr, 55,0 Brunswick to Weverton, reports that,
"Thé- towpath is badly rutted, and thc areas in the canal that have water
are covered with slime, In spite of this two black ducks were swimming

in the canal, Also one green heron seen," ¢ 1

1 Miss Rac T, Lewis ' 00,0 Tidal Lock to 0l1d Boat Inclinc, Miss
Lowis' roports nro always o thrill to reccive, It is not just a roport,
but 2 thick bundlc of clippings. lctters, and you namc it, Whonover we
s that familiar rcturn addroés; wc know that we arc in for an ovening
of good rcading, Nowspaper clippings src somcthing that would be uscful
from other towns nlong thc towpnth,. so plcasc boar that in mind, all you
good frionds upstrcam. From the roport now: "At this timoc of ycar, acti-
vity on the Canal is 2t its lowest cbb. But. this voar more (Continund)

e ———



than aﬁy other before or to come, therc was the big thrill on Sunday,
January 10, of bcing able to sct foot in the Chesapcake and Ohio Canal
National Park, the Prcsidcﬁt‘having signcd the bill on January 8, 1971.

Winter brings onc big 3dvantcgc for the person who likes to "Rcad the
land" and/or ‘the archircctural historian beccausc as thce summer growth
dics and falls away, visibility is grcatcer, Interestingly cnough, how-
cver, the unusual luxuriance of foliage which was notecd in midsummcr and
carly fall of 1970 is still an interfcrence in a few arcas, e.g, the
very eastern end of the Canal where a long-plannced picture looklng west
up the "Eastern Locks" (1 to 4) is still not possible, On the other hand,
.t is possible to sec .ruins quite well at this stage, For cxamplc, the
semains of the molc and sluicc gates at thc mouth of Rock Creck and be-
side the Tidal Lock are clearly visible., Also, the wood "frame" of that
Lock, behind the now-disappcarcd stoncs, is also scem, The large stones
oeside the Towpath at the Incline Lock are coming into view again, but
it will be some time before the undergrowth is cenough cleared out by the
clements to enable a good survey and possible photgraphs in cooperation
with Bill Jchnson. v :

The other most unusual experience of the report period was lunching at
the new restaurant at Canal Square in Georgetown, The menu, attractively
decorated in red, black, and white on a background about the color of
Canal mud, states: ,
' PORT 0! GEORGETOWN

Located on the Renowned

C & O CANAL

in Historic Georgctown

at Canal Square & 31st Streect, N.W,

(followed by an "old" engraving

of a canal barge and mules..,)

11 25,0 Tenfoot Island to Sycamorc Landing Grant Conway reports on a
."Cold, sunny, Sunday afternoon,. tempcrature about 25 degrees with north-
west wind about 20 miles an hour., Skim ice scuds across opcn Potomac to
Plle up along island shores, Light snow, followed by sleet and rain has
_left a residual of glare icc on the towpath, resulting in slow, cautious,
valking, Horsepen Branch is frozen over and skim ice extends into the
~iver along the Potomac shores, Horsepen Hike-Biker Overnightcer reveals
10 evidence of recent camping use, Door of latrinc is sprung (vandals)
nd cannot be closed and swings in the breezc. Met no towpath users, ch
‘irds feeding or on the move, Bluebirds s1ghtcd by Audubon counters along
jcamore Landing Road on annual New Year's count. {

‘BC, under contract to the Opcn University, Bletchlcx; Buckinghamshire,

>qrollmcnt 25,000, January 1971, is doing a documcntary on thc Potomac
iiver for a class in American Governmcnt Using the casc histroy approach
cn _legislation, the circumstances of the introduction and progression of
& 0 Canal National Historical Park legislation and role of citizens
‘rganizations is being explored. Some of us provided tape recordings in
lccember for lichacl Philps, described as a T, V. producer for BBC, Frans
:is Seeley, also cf BBC, called on Fcbruary 5, 1971, and will meet him
»? February 11, prior to the arrival of the film crcw on Monday, Fcbruary
PRI I 3 30 30 6 0 30 30 36 3 96 36 36 36 36 35 368 36 95 36 96 3 36 36 35 36 36 38 36 36 36 36 36 30 36 36 36 36 36 36 3 3 3 36 3 36 3 3630 3 e 3 30 3 36 6 3 3 36 36 36 96 36 3
.evel Walkers between Senecca and Harpers Ferry, please do not forget that
1l availablc material (and that which I hopc you will obtain seon) is
Jgently neceded as soon as possible, as thc next scetion of thc Towpath
rUldO to _the Chcsapecake and Ohio Canal is underway.
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TOWPATH T ALK

So many intercsting things nhave taken place since the last ncwsletter
that it is difficult to know where to begin, Though we 2ll had hoped

that by this time that we would have THE CHESAPEAKE AND OHIO CANAL NA-
TIONAL PABK~~who could have definitely said that it would have been an

{incluiing Ken Rollins, President of the C & O Canal Association and
other officials of the Association); Dean McClanahan and Bob Bell of the
Wational Park Scrvice; and Alan Johnson of the Potomac Area Council of
the American Youth Hostels, when we mct the day after the signing.cf that
historic document to dccide wherc to have our Annual Besunicn and its at-
tendont hike, And who would have predicted that we would have had the
Annual Rcunion and Hike in the Cumberland arca(mainly through the per-
sistent efforts of Lynn DcHart and the other members of the Allegany
Chapter of the C & O Canal Association, though of coursc they would

have preferred to have had the hike later in the month to coincidc with
the big cclebration taking placc in Cumberland then?) (There was a mi-
nority, me I guess, who had pushed for the Annual Rcunion and Hike to
take place on the Washington end to coincide with the Pennsylvania Ca-
unl Soclety's tour of that end of the C & O Canal on 1 May, but at least
this way, we will have two active groups cclebrating the big occasion
(of the bill's finality) on the same day.There will be (or has been) an
attempt to get the Governor of Maryland to declare 1 May Canal Day, or
ierhaps C & O Canal Day, but I don't know at this writing whether that
nas or will come off, And who would have thought that at this time the
iirst section of the Towpath Guide to the C & O Canal (Georgetown to
sencea)would actually be in the process of publication? We do hope that
vhe detailg of cost and all will be recady to include in this newslectter,
mut if not they will be forthcoming and we hope that the nroject will
nove the support of all concerncd., (In other words, we will be in the
“vmancial hole if all of you do not rally around to help peddle the first
section, The continuance of the projcct on up the canal will depend somc-
what on what kind of public acceptance we get on the first scction,)

é?%&%&#&i&%&é&i&%&6?4%45%&4%%%#9%%499%%%9#%&3%%Eiéi@i&i%%&é&%é#éi&%&%&%%e&%$é$3%%#3%4&%9%%%&9&4%9%66i&%&#&%&%&#&#&%é%@é%iéi%%é%éé&%%%&4&%&#&9&

On 9 May at the mceting in Frecderick, Alan Jchnson (American Youth Hos-
tels) stated that the TotomacArea Council will sponsor a series of hikes
on the canal to cnfer imto Thnc spirit oI ccléebrating the signing of the’
canal bill, Hopefully, wec will have 2ll the dctails by the next ncws-

letter,
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Perhaps I am letting the cat out of the bag, but at the Exccutive mecting
of the C & O Canal Association, Justice Douglas suggested to our group
vhat we might start thinking about cxpanding our horizons to includec the
Potomac River (Basin), now that we have successfully achieved one objcc-
“ive--that of the finality of the Canal National Park Bill, I for onc

am infavor of such a movement, as I belicve we arc big cnough and cner-
sctic cnough to take on the bigger problem of the whole Potomac Valley
nnd its environmental difficulties. To thosc who are intcrcested only in
the canal, nothing would necessarily have to be lost to them, Certainly
we Level Walkers form a hard core of canalists who would kcep on the

nork in that specific arca, A solution would be to have our name changed
w0 the Potomac River Valley (or Basin) and Chesapeake and Canal Associa-
“ion, or somec such title, I mention the matter herc, so that all of vou.
~an be thinking about it and be preparcd to talk about it at the busincgs
wecting areooctivy vhe Avmual Reuvndiom (30 Anril), To any of you wao cdns

=k : s L :
*72 the business maocting, I xonld wcicome yeur egmucsats ¢n the sube
~ g = e g B TR ) . Ty S W T A, gy Lo v > [ 1Y on 355 A

Jelt aad would with imvpartialiity prescnt your vicws., (Coatinuecd)
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TOWPATH TALK (Continucd)

PUBLICATIONS AND SERVICES OF INTEREST TO C & O CANALERS

The Canal Informotion Scrvice (P. 0. BOX 541 EDGEWATER BRANCH, Clcvcland,
Chio 44107) publishes a quartcrly bullctin in Dccember, March, Junc, and
Soptembor, Subscriptions cost $2,00 per yzar, Thc bulletins contain

canal information of gencral intercst; a Canalers Calcndar of Events;
(‘anal Orgonlzntions; Rccent Activitics of Canal Organizations; Listing

of Canal Pubiiecations, Books, and Films; and Conal Information.

The Virginia Ouvtdeors (Commission of Outdoor Rcercation, Commonwcealth

of Virginia, Ninth Strcet Office Building, Richmond, Virginia 23219)
~contains articles of goncral intcrest to conscrvationists, cnvironmental-
ists, and rcally to anyonc conccrncd with outdoor cvents, The most rccent
issuc, for cxamplc, contains such articlcs as: "James River Park Opens--
iFirst Step'at Getting to River®; "The Killing of the Bald Eaglc"; "Con-
stitution and Conscrvation"; and "Powcr Companics Outlinc Environment
Problcems," Belicve this scrvice to be free-of-charge--at lcast my..sub-
scription is,

The_Potomoc Nowslobtor (Potomac Basin Centor, 1717 Massachusctts Avenuc,
N,W,, Washington, D, C, 20036) contains itcms pertaining to ",.,.citizcen
involvement in deci sions determining the destiny of the Potomaec River
Basin, and to thc citizen's right to full knowlcdge about the issucs in
cucstion." A rceont issuc contained (in part) articles on: "Maryland
Dredging WQuestion Scen ag Test for Intcrior Scerctary Nomince";"Scnate
ond Housc Committccs differ on Potomac Dams"; "Maryland's Monocacy Ri-
Tcr--An Examplc of Amcrien’s Pollution Problem"; "Maryland Legislative
Council Considers Environmental Itcms"; and, "Fcderal Study Rccommcends
srecscrvation of Virginia Barricr Islands,'

Goorgetown Historic Watcrfront--A Revicw of Canal and Riversidc Archi-
fcecture is o marvclous booklcot, now publishcd by the Govermnment Printing
wifice (Supcrintcendent of Documents, GPO, Washington, D, C, 20402) at
/0Z per.copy.is a marvclous buy and a handsomc publication, The old pic-
“urcs and skectches and diagrams arc particularly nicce, There arc over

-0 pages decvoted to the C & O Canal, including maps that arc notcworthy,
rayment by check or moncy ordcr, Would makc handsomc gift.

The Potomac Valloy Conscrvation and Rcercation Council (Sccrctary,
Ikrs, Hildegard Cannon, 4201 Massachusctts Ave,, N.W., Washington, D, C,
20016) gathcers information concerning the conscrvation and reccrcation
activitics and problcms of intcreost to residents of the Potomac Basing
cisscminates such information to members and other intcrcsted pcrsons

or groups; and affords an opportunity for discussion of conscrvation

and rccrcation problems, The Council functions by the cxchange of infor-
mation among its mcmbers. The Council publishcs a ncwslctter about- the
natural cnvironment in thce greater Washington and Potomac Valley rcgion,
I'or details, contact the Scercaty., By the way, the Chairman of thc. Coun-
211l is Level Walker Walter S, Boardman, An Urgent Bullcetin in Scptember
coverced the topic, "C & O Canal Ravaged at Widcwater," I attended the
November meeting at which Dr, Spencer M, Smith, Jr., Sccrctary, Citizen's
committece on Natural Resources spoke on "The Fubturc C & 0 Canal National
liistorical Park-: What kind of park do wec want it to bc?" Level Walker
sroant Conway was also at that mccting, )

Conal Currcents is the bulletin of thce Pemnsylvania Canal Socicty, and o
“ruly profcssional publication under the cditorship of Bill Shank, Thc
Wintor 1671 iessuc just rcceived contains an article on the "C & O Ficld
Trzp Sct for May 1 at Georgetown" (with nicc photos) and aa articlc on-
' - (Continucd)




TOWPATH TALK (Continucd)

titled, "Nixon Signs Bill Crcating C. & O, National Park," Singlc member-
ships to the Pennsylvania Canal Socicty arc $6.00, payablc to: Sceretary
Zarl B, Gilecs, 818 Belmont Avenuc, Johnstown, Pa, 15904, Memberships
this ycar includc 2o bonus of a copy -of "Thc Juniata and 0ld Portage
Railroad." ‘

"I Drovc Mulcs on the C, & 0, Conal" by George W. "Hooper" Wolfc is

sclling lixc hotcakes, Anyonc intcrested in this very intcresting and
unigue book should contact Mr. Wolfc at P, 0, Box 108, Williamsport,
Maryland, I belicve the currcnt pricc is $7.95., I do know that Hoopcer
1ns 2 hard time kceping up with the demand, Incidentally, the unusual
cover to this issuc of Along thc Towpath is the samc as that uscd on
the book, Thanks go to our old fricnd and constant plugger for the

conal for this contribution,
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0 ur ncxt issuc will featurc special articles on the Jamcs River and
Kanawha Canal in Virginia, Onc articlc will bc "The Jamcs River and
Kanawho Canal in Richmond (an Automobilc Tour)" by William E, Trout,

n C & 0 Canal Association Mcmber who is thc rccognizoed authority on

the Virginia Canals, Bill has submitted a number of articles which will
be carricd in futurc issucs of Along thc Towpath, The sceond article

is by Miss Rac T, Lews (Level Walker, Georgetown arca), cntitled, "A
Ride Beside the Jamcs River and Kanawha Canalt! The articlce is about.
the opportunity Miss Lewis had in viewing the canal by charter train
this past fall and a similar trip via a diffcrent routc two ycars ago.
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Qur thanks go to Lecvel Walker Constant (Connic) Southworth for his
going back many ycars ago in his article, "Two 1923 Canoc Trips" We
would likec to scc morc of this kind of articlc, and appcal to any
you who would likc to sharc your cxpcricnccs of thc past on the C
Canal with our rcadcrs
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lould all rccipicnts of Along thc Towpath check their mailing addrcesscs
on this issuc to cnsurc that we have the corrcct mailing addrcess (with

the appropriate ZIP codc).
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from timc to timec we rcccive rcaucsts for copics of Along thc Towpath,
- b

Tostly, thcy arc no longer available., If anyonc wants any particular
issuc, I can rcproducc samc, but many pages will have to be rcproduccd
by copy machinc, If you still want thom, I can rcproducc them at 10

.
cents per page (for the missing pages) to cover the cost,
B B R R R S e L e
Alan Franklin (ond Mrs, Franklin) arc working on an articlc on the
Paw Paw Tunncl, so wc hopc to have that articlc in thc ncar futurc.
R R e R e L e e s e S ey

Will any rcadcr pass along to mc the proper namecs and addrcsscgs of the
Historical Socictics of Washington and Allcgany Countics and their
librarics, Also other local librarics, historical associations or sim-
i1lar organizations in order that we may sharc all canal information
that thc Level Walkers dcvelop,
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If there is an intcerest among you canociststo carry a scparatc cclumn
on canal and river information, cxpcricneccs, cte., plecasc lct me know,
R e o e T e R e R R L L D [ L e SR U T KRR R P L O
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MAPS OF THE C & 0 CANAL

From time to time we receive queries regarding the availability of maps
covering the C & O Canal. There arc at present three sources available

to the public:

A. Those included in "184 miles of adventure--A Hiker's Guide to the
G & O Canal " published by the Boy Scoutsof America, Available at
Great Falls Tavern, or from the Editor cf Along the Towpath (7535
Will Street, Ft, Meade, Maryland 20755) for $1,00 at either source,

B, "A Collection of Maps of the Chegapeake and Ohio Canal" published
by the Potomac Area Council of the American Youth Hostels, Avail-
arle at Great Falls Tavern for $1.75 or from: The Potomac Area
Council, American Youth Hostels, Inc., 1501 16th Street, Washing-
ton, D. C, 20036 for $1.75, ga== -

C. Topographic maps of the Geological Survey., The Geological Survey
O the United states Department or Interior has a series of stan-
dard topographic maps covering (among many other areas), the area
of the C & 0 Canal, The unit of the survey is a guwadeangle--bounded
by parallels of latitude and meridians of longitude., Quadrangles
covering 7% minutes of latitude and longitude are published at the
scale of 1:24,000 ( one inch=2,000 feet). Each quadrangle is des-
ignated by the name of a city, town, or prominent natural feature
within it, and on the margins of the map are printed the names of
ad joining published quadrangle maps, The maps are printed in three
colors. The extent of map coverage is shown on the index map (in-
cluded herein), on which the mapped areas are outlined in black.,

An Index to Topographic Maps of Maryland, Delaware, and the Dis-
trict of Columbia (as stated above) are included in this issue of
the newsletter for your ready reference and useage, Included in
this index are also thcse maps you may need in West Virginia and
Virginia--in other words, the one index is all you need for the
compkte coverage of the C & 0 Canal, A Map Order Form with all the
instructions necessary for ordering maps for the C & O Canal area
is also included,Though this Map Order Form is specifically for
Maryland, Delaware, and the District of Columbia, it includes
those maps in Virginia and West Virginia in the C & O Canal area--
no other order form is needed. There are 28 maps in all covering
the C & O Canal at the price of 50¢ each--complete coverage for
you perfectionists would be $14,00 for a complete set., Prepayment
is required,

Our thanks go to Alburn J, (Woody) Kennedy, Level Walker, Section
15, Whites Ferry to Lock 26 (Woody is employed by the Geological
Survey, and to the Geological Survey for their cooperation in pro-
viding the indexes and the map order forms,

e o

Quadrangle maps covering the C & O Canal are as follbws:

MARYLAND DIST.COL.
Artemas Falls Church (¥a,) Paw Paw (W,Va,) Vashing-
Bellegrove Great Cacapon (W,Va,) Point of Rocks ton West
Big Pool (W.VA) Hancock (W,.Va.) Poolesville
Buckeystown Harpers Ferry (W.Va,) Rockville
Charlestown (W.Va.) Hedgesville (W,Va,) Seneca
Cherry Run Keedysville Shepherdstown(W,.Va, )
Cresaptown (W, Va.) Leesburg (Va.) Sterling (Va.)

Comteland Cldtown Waterford (Va,)

Evitts Creek Patterson Creck Williamspo:rt

ah



ENVIRONMENTAL AWARENEGSS

Quite often it appears that environmental problems are strictly
Ameriéan, but on reflection, of course, this is not true, We Americans
oertainly 4o our shar= causing a large part of the worlds ‘. roblems,
largely through our affluence and "standard" of living. Though we com=-
prise only six percent: of the world's population, we consume 30 percent
of the world's available resources each year, and as Dr, Paul Erlich
puts it, ",..you can see that each American child puts far more strain
on the world environment than each Asian child, We've got to put our
own house in order before we start telling Asians and Africang what do do."
Erlich states in his book, Population Resources and Environment that,
"Spaceship Earth is now filled to capacity or beyond, and running out of
food, And yet people travelling first class are, without thinking, demol-
ishing the ship's already overstrained life-support systems,..[§u§7 many
of the passengers still view the chaos with cheerful optimism," Roderick
A, Cameron (Executive Director of the Environmental Defense Fund) report-
ed in the 21 April 1970 issue of Look (devoted largely to Earth Day),
that, "Environmental degradation is the most significant issue of our
time, We live on a lovely blue-and-white earth, yet we overlay it with
ugliness, The crisis is worldwide and is not confined to capitalistic
economies, Russia suffers the same defect of vision as the United States,
Sweden and Japan do not seem significantly more insightful, In practice,
Japan and Russia provide a particularly gruesome counterpoint to our
situation: both are exploiting the world's whale populations far beyond
any. notion of a suitable harvest--to the detriment of themselves, man-
kind as a whole and eceanic ecolgy."

There does seem to be an i j j
people, as one scans the leading newspapers and publications of the day.
While sitting in the outdoor john at our cabin recently, I was reading
an old issue of Country Life (United Kingdom) (its amazing what kind of
reading turns. up, in outdoor toilets!)-an article entitled Competing for
the Coastline, and I was reminded of similar problems which are current
right in our own local area, The article outlined the problem--a county
with 123 miles of coastline situated within about two hour's travelling
of a population of 20 millions; the planning problem of massive propot-
tions; the pressure for housing, industry and recreation--all excluding
any possibility of all demands being met unless all undeveloped areas
were sacrificed, (Sound familiar?) It went on to tell of the facts and
views regarding the issues being collected and disseminated, the aim bg-
ing, "To suggest what should be done, where it should be done and how it
should be done," The article comments, "That sounds admirably practical,
but such an advisory function could result in something very tidy but
entirely theoretical, A co-ordinated policy will be no great gain if ap-
plication of the policy is liable to be suspended whenever a ministry or
a statutory undertaking finds it an obstacle to some cherished depart-
mental idea, and declares that the urgency of its project will not permit
even the investigation of an alternative, The regord in this respect
does not inspire confidence in any policy unless there is assurance that
it will be applied ruthlessly," ZEmphasis.added,f Another note was the
comment by the late Lord Bickett, "The difficulty. was mever with the .
small man, The difficulty, always, was with the government dgpartments
and great statutory bodies." And the final point of the article, "Whether
the expected introduction.,,will put an end to the trend that Lord Bick-

ett described must depend on whether regional authoritiesare dominated
. , Sl : : jj—————r—————~———

by gove f their own,"
Nicely put, and would seem to summarize some of the situations in which
the United States finds itself today. (Emphasis was added to tpe‘last
point, The article was dated 7 Septemher 1967, These small adleIQHS
always plagues one who thinks onto the typewriter instead of writing out
his thoughts and editing as he shoulilé) (Continued)




ENVIRONMENTAL AWARENESS (Continued)

A modest survey shows; that many European countries are suffering

from environmental problems:

Mediterranean Beach Resorts Tackle Pollution Problems=="The beaches

~of BEurope have become so fouled that their condition is looked on

with mounting concern by governments in .need of foreign currencies
that tourists bring...The sewage systems of Europe are creaking,
and frequently cracking, under the strain,,The saying that the lMed-
iterranean is'a giant gutter is not far from the truth,"

The Washington Post

Aroused Euroneans Try to Stem Industrial Revolution--",,.,the ravages

of-technology are...readily apparent amid increasing public and gov-

ernmental concern with their presence and means of combatting them, "
i 'The New York Times

Pollution of Resort on Volga Feared--"Sovetskaya Rossiya warned

that "a serious danger now hangs over the resort ares of Ples, 1li-

able to destroy the green environment,"
The New York Times

During a recent’ tflp to the Far East I noted a particular -
concern in Japan, as evidenced by the follow1ng extractlons.from
Japanese newspapers:

Not Pyllution-~But Murder!-<The litterburg has long been'a social

-problem in our country. After every picnic, after every cherry blos-

som party or festival, the grounds are strewn with litter,  The road
up Mt, Fuji is a trail of garbage. We have a deserved reputation
for spick-and-span homes and dirty streets, parks and public areas,.,
We see the same casual attitude toward litter in our industries.
Factories have emptied their wastes into our rivers for decades.
They have loaded the air indiscriminately with their poisonous smoke
and gases, They have filled the nights in residential ‘districts with
the noise of their machineries, And the people, brought up them-
selves in the same way of 1life, have submitted with res1gnatlon.
The cumulative effect of this attltude is'pollution which is kill-
ing the land, making a mockery of our claim to be among the lead-
ing nature- 1ov1ng people in the world, When trees wither and flsh
die, it becomes a life-and-death matter.'. :

The Japan Times
Antlpollu*ion Rallies Scheduled by Sohyo-~"Sohyo said the central,

—"Laborls- Anitpellut&enﬁDay_nally*faxtendedebgmzOOTooomwepkeﬁsyufish-

ermen, and citizens of Tokyo and its env1rons7 would be dedicated

- to "recovering blue skies and greenery and. protectlng people's health

and livelihood,"
Daily Mainlohl

Fuchu Firms Sign Pact ok Pollution--", . Factories, mills, or workers

deemed liable to cause environmental disruption can be ordered by
the mayor to curtall or suspend operations, the agreement says."

The Japan Times
Crime of Pallutlon--“Under the penal provisions of the bill, persons

and corporations are liable to an imprisonment of not more than seven

years or not more than 5 million yen /about $14,0007,,The bill is

epoch-making in that it defines environmental pollutlon as a crime,"
Yomiuri Shimbun

And back agaln in the good old U S, of A., ‘albeit in the Paclflc
area---"The State Health Department will begin taking daily samples
of water at Waikiki Beach as a result of disclosure that polluticn
has exceeded allowable 'limits there eight times in the past four
months," Honolulu Advertiser, (So, you can't escape to east or
weat..haat stav richt here and helo us clean up the mess at home,)
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ENVIRONMENTAL AWARENESS (Continucd)

On the American scene, somec things do appear to be looking up:
ENVIRONMENT AGENCY ORDERS AN END TO DDT USE; APPEALS EXPECTED
- The Washlnvton Post

However: '
POTOMAC CLEANUP EEFO?EQ MIXED IN RED TA TAPE—-“We aré not surc we are
preserving, let alone enhancing the(Potomac's) ¢ quality,"--A January .

1971, in-house staff report for the Federal Water Quality Office."
"Things do not apper to be improving for the high-promisc; low-yield
campaign to-clean up the Potomac, The pollutants that help 'kill fish,
nourish algae and-clog the river are still there en masse; according
to the latest findings of Dr, Donald W, Lear, a Water Quality Office
ccologist,,,But the most pollutant of all, according to some govern-
ment officials and concerncd citizens, is: invisible and eludes scien--
tists. It -is a pollutant that allows the others to thrive, Quictly, re-
lentlessly, it strangles initiatives by persons intent on clecaning up
the Potomac, Its name is red tapc..." (Emphasis added) |

: . The Washington Post

And yet .

EEQEEAIlQN_D§E_aQB__a_Qa_iLjﬂﬁllﬁiaiiiilﬂﬂlﬂﬁr-... ne looal pl"OJect
designoted the "Anacostia National Recreation Area," would embrace scat-
tered parcels of land for mine miles on both sides of the Potomac from
Chain Bridge to Woodrow Wilson Memorial Bridge,..the studies were design-
ed to determine feasibility of making national recreation areas and park-
lands more readily accessible to city populations, especially the Urbony oo

==Poor.,The Anncestia-reercation "study arca includces Tand parcels between:
the Potomac and Conal Rond on the Washington side of the river,.. Such -
increases...would be designed to make "minimum changes in the canalis
nppearance. /speaking of the canal in its entirc length/ We would hqpe'

therc would be no high-density camping focilities, for example,.,"
(Emphasis added) The wgshlngton Post ‘.

FIGHT FOB CLEAN CANAL--CLEANING QoF CANAL IS CQ_ELY—-"Donald Foster and .
his C & 0 “"Canal maintenance crew are something akin to Sisyphus of Greck
mythology who was compelled to roll a huge stone up o mountain ‘each day
only to have it roll back down just before reaching the top., Each day
througnout the summer, a dozen workmen ply the waters of the historic
canal, removing obstructions and skimming of truckloads of trash, Each'
night, just after the workmen turn their backs to leave the job, fresh
trash is swept into the canal through two fceder points from the Potomac
River or is dumped in at the Georgetown portion of the waterway, "It :
just keeps coming in, and we just keep taking it out,' Foster observed. ..
Small trash usually floats downstrecam until it becomcs trapped in one of
the 84 ZEic7'locks where workmen remove it,In addition to cleaning the
canal waters, Foster and thec other park service workers are responsible’
for maintaining the locks, re-building washed-out banks and watcr flues_
and maintaining recreation areas..." TRESVER
The Washington, Post

HOW ABOUT THIS FOR ACTION!!

"Girl Scouts: Everybody talks about pollution, but nobody does any-
thlng. There are 5,000 girl scouts in the Washington area. While we
can't do everything we can easily clean up 'a 20 mile stretch. of the C&0
Canal from Georgetown to Seneca, The Canal belongs to everyone, It is
n great place for troops to hike, camp, bike and canoe, but.-it is rapid-

“}y-becoming o trash heap,..The Park Service has approved of our plan
and has promised us with everything we neced,,...,"--Active Citizenship
Challenge Group, Cadette.Troop 1535. As a start they cleaned from Flet-
chers Boathouse to Swains Lock and plan to assign ﬂreas to different
troops on different weckend~,; Well don:! Teil us morc!. (Conbinued)
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ENVIRONMENTAL AWARENESS (Continue

“(Now let's wend our way up the cahal) -

1l 0,00 Tidal Lock to 01d Boat Incline.  Rae"T, Lewis furnished the
above articles on the Canal Cleanup, the Girl Scouts, and Recreation
Use for D, C, River areas,

J 2,5 Lock No, 5 to Cabin John Croek Philip Stone , Rae Lewis of
ection 1 provided a picture from the Washington Post showing a unique
0il spill of over 200 gallons caused by a fuel oil truck overturning in
the canal near Lock 6. Philip Stone reports that, "At this season of the
year, with leaves off most of the trees, there are numerous views of the

River not seen during warmer months, There is also a good view of the
0ld Cabin John Bridge not ordinarily available from the towpath. On the
other hand, the absence of leaves makes traffic on the George Washington
Memorial Parkway more visible and audible.,.Cabin John Creek is still
heavily polluted by sewage entering the stream from an overload sewer some
distance above its mouth, The washington Suburban Commission proposed to
correct this condition by installing a temporary additional sewer line
on the surface alongside the creek, but the Montgomery County Council
insists on a larger, permanent underground sewer, This means a bigger,
more costly project, and hence delay..,.From the towpath the buildings of
the former Glen Echo Amusement Park constitute a serious eye-sore. It

is to be hoped that the National Park Service will remove them in the
near future, but it has not yet made public any plans for use of the
Glen Echo area,(Though we would all agree that the old buildings are
indeed an eyesore, there were announcements in the Washington Post in
-Juneof last year and Potomac Current last May--Editor),.,.The most inter-
esting observation of my inspection trip was the sign of beaver along
The Canal in several places between the Little Falls Pumping Station and
Chain Bridge. On the berm side between the Pumping Station and Lock 5 I
counted six small trees (4~6 inches in diameter) which had been felled
by beavers and five larger ones (10-12 inches) which had been partially
cut through or girdled,, .Most of the trees appeared to be river birches.,
Several additional trees were cut downstream from Lock 5. There was no
sign of attempted dam building, I have seen muskrats in this portion of
the B8anal, but never signs of beavers so near the city"

11 25,0 (Ten Foot Island to Sycamore Landing) Grant Conway, in a ganer-
al comment on thc canal, Wrotc in, "On a June GTrip from opring Gap to
Paw Paw by canoe, a party including Dick Stanton, Chief of Real Estate

for the NPS, inspected the Town Creek Agueduct which along with Catoctin

Agueduct are the most deteriorated., Pictures were taken from the upstream
sidc of Town Creek to show where rock facings have fallen, The new park-

ing, picnic and camp grounds at Spring Gap and the next lock above are

examples of how developments assist in deteriorating the gquality of the
environment, Access to the river bank should be limited to walking and

canoe and boat launching ramps, and other facilities (parking, picnicing
and camping other than hikerbiker camping), should be locatéd back from
the river on land acquired,.."

13 30.8 Edwards Ferry to Harrison Island Constant Southworth, reports
That, "Between the Ilntake Lock and Edwards Ferry along the river, close
to the towpath, is a row of cheap summer hovels, liberally equipped "~ with
outhouses, Considerable trash from these has accumulated where they abutt
the intake lock, The "cottages" below Edwards Ferry are entirely out of
harmony with the charm of the old Edwards Ferry lock and basin, the lock
house and the ancient store and they block the view from the towpath to-
ward the river and Goose Creek, They are unsanitgry, On the other hand,

to eliminate inexpensive overnight summer weekend living facilities might

seem unduly harsh,.,the, ,Government...could perhaps do (Continued)
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ENVIRONMENTAL AWARENESS (Continucd)

do something about rceconciling thc neced to tidy up the Edwards Ferry spot
with the possiblc desirability of providing weckond shelter and boat
parking places. in thé mecantime couldn't.the C &-0: Canal Association'and
the National Park Service pernaps coopcrate in trying to improve the ap-
rearance of the river front from Edwards Ferry to the intake lock? The
auto graveyard above Broad Run is somecthing else again., The sooner it
fades away the better for everyone concerncd..."

21 55.0 Brunswick to Weverton Albert T. Swann, Jr, rcports that,,..

‘the junk in the area is increcasing, At 1.5 miles from the canal bridge

is 2 new dump arca and the oldcer ones growing. Another tenth of a mile
turned up "new" shacks, complete with goat,"

28 72.8 Shepherdstown (Lock 38) to Lock 39 John C, Fryc comments, "A
large pop ice box was found setting on towpath about half-way and will
probably be moved by NPS, The canal bed was mowed and clear for about
400' above Lock 38 and 100' below, looked very neat, like well kept
lawn, The clearing of the bed, cxcept for the above mentioned, that was
done over 10 years ago, has not been touched since, thus bed is gradually
growing back into forest-like appearance., This could be cleared with
little effort and should be before growth gets larger, Adjacent to berm
side and just upstream from Lock 38, is o string of trailers and junk-
like summer structures., They are on private land and have their own road
80 nothing can be done to get rid of them but Park Service could plant

7 strip of pine trees on berm sidec which would soon hide them from tow-
poth and conal.," (We would welcome comments on opinions regarding the
effectiveness of such screenings and to whot cxtent readers believe the

.bed of the canal should bec clenred and in whnt arcas--kditor.)

34_ 88.1 Charles 1Mill to Foremons Ferry Victor P, Conrad reports, "I
thlnk that the Park Service may bc inclined toward turning the old ca-
nal into a Qity Park, Boat ramps, picnic tables, parking areas herc and
therce arc fine, as long as they are not overdone, Much of the canal
should be left as a wilderness, for the remotc wilderness aspects pre-
sent the greatest charm for many people. Some levels might be re-watered
without destruction of the wilderness value, but in many other areas I
would pot advocate rcmoving the trees from the canal bed, sincc they arc
conducive to increascd wildlife useage and cnhance the wilderness aspect.
1t would be trogic if the wilderncess areas, such as those in the vici-
nity of the Paw Paw Tunnel would be converted into city parks, Some
arens should be preserved with no ~ttempt to improve, except to kcep the
towpath passablc for hikers ond trail riders, "

ﬁZ 110.4 McCoys Ferry to Fort Frederick Carl O, Reachard reports,
.«.The wooden mileagc markers arc constant victims of vandals as sev-

eral park rangers can testify,..Trash cans placed on the canal towpath

obout o half mile in cither dircction from Fort Frederick Statc Park I

oelieve wowld solve o definitc Litter problem causcd by the park visitor

_out for a short walk.

58 154.5 Weir below Lock 63 1/3 to Route 51 Bridge, Paw Paw Tunncl
Alan.Franklin, comments, ",,.it being the first day in Maryland's dcer
hgntlng scason, the woods werc alive with hunters, and the fusillade at
times sounded like that on a movie-set Civil War battleficld. Apparcntly

the hunters often do npthre§§e9t the boundarics of the Canal property...
If‘geems clear not all the illegal incursions onto Canal property arec
accidental, Where I come from, that's known as "law and order," "
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GEORGETOWN TO SENECA SECTION OF TOWPATH GUIDZ NOJ_CONPLE TED

Section Onc of the Townqth C—uldn to thc Chesapeake and Ohio Canal
(Gzorgctown to Scncca) is now in the hands of 3arnhart Associates in
York, Pennsylvania and will soon bc off the presses in that city. The
flnal touches arce being put on by B3ill Shank, Editor of the Canal Cur:
rents and a member of Barnhart Associates, ths scetion is the culmina-
tion of a part of the projcct that was begun ycars ago by Orville Crow-
der and which I vowed to complete, It is a very nice publlcntlon, 5% %

% inches, maps by Lecvel Walker John Beck, photos (17) by yours truly,
and text by\ many-—mostly the Level W%lkors agsigned to the scctions in
this portion, It is 56 pagces of text, without (we hope) the typos and
mistakes you scc in Along the Towpath The cover is very attractive with
a skctch of Lock 8 by Nat Hahn on gray, with bold red letters in the
title, I can assure you that this is a publication of which the Lecvel
Walkers and the C & O Canal Association can be proud, The Towpath Guide
is being published jointly by the Level Walkers and the Potomac Arca
Council of the American Youth Hostels, without whosc coopcration and
financial backing the publication would not have becen possible,

The price of the booklet has been set at ;,2.00, which will cover the
costs of publication and cnablc us to procccd W1th the next section of
the Towpath Guide from Scncca to Harpers Ferry,

IN ORDER TO ENSURE THAT YOU HAVE A COPY OR COPIES, YOU HAY ORDER_YOURS
NOW AT THE PRICE OF 1,75 plus 25¢ mailing costs (total $2,00), THE TOW-
PATH GUIDE WILL THEN BE SENT TO YOU AS SOON AS THEY ARE RECEIVED FROH
THE PRINTER. REMEMBER, THIS IS YOUR PUBLICATION-~-SUPPORT IT.

SEND ALL ODERS TO: CAPT T. F. HAHN, USNR
EVEL WALKER CHAIRIAN
C & O CANAL ASSOCIATION
FT. MEADE, MARYLAND 20755
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