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1973 MEMBERSHIP 

All Aaaociat.ion members are advised that this will be the last newsletter they can 
expect to receive it th ey are not fully paid, active m•bers tor 1973. Also, • 

resolution was passed in the April 1972 meeting requiring all Level Walkers to be 
Association members starting with the 1973 membership year. I regret to·armounce 
that several Level Walkers have not paid their 1973 dues and I will be required to 
delete them from the Level Walker list and reassign their sections it they do not 
pay by June 1, 1973. nies are $5.00 per year for regular 11anbership, $10.00 for 
Patron membership. If you are not certain as to your membership status, write tot 
Doug Greene, Treasurer; 10317 Brunswick Avenue, Sil·.-er Spring, Maryland 20902. 
Mambership checks made out to "C & 0 Canal Association• should be sent to Doug. 

PEPCO AUD TIRB C&O CANAL 

AN INFORMATIVE HIKE 

On June 2, 1973 at 2s00 p.m. Ed Wasel.7 will lead an Aasociat.ion aponsored hike to 
the present Potomac Edison Power Company (PEPCO) generating facility at Dickerson, 
Maryland. We will see the present effects of the facility on the Canal, including 
tons or fly ash tilling the canal bed, noise, f'umes, acid water, etc. and &:l will 
brief ue on the proposed expansion. The enclosed flyer provides details. The hike 
will begin at the Monocacy .Aqueduct, from which n will walk the towpath to the 
P�O facility. All Association members areuurged to attend and to bring your triends. 
Your Association officers have already visited this area and have seen how PIPCO 
is vielating agre•ents relating to i ta present tacili t7 - we would like you to 
show the public's interest in the proposed expansion_ and to see tor yourself what 
is happening. 

197 3 ANNUAL MEETING AND HIKE 

The annual meeting or the Association was held at the Western Maryland Sportmnan•s 
Club on Friday., May 4, 1973. Approximately 40 members attended, including Justice 
William o. Douglas and his wife, Cathy. The Treasurer's r,port noted a rise in the 
Association's bank account from seven dollars to approximatel7 a thousand dollars 
during the year. The Presidcit reported on Board activities, volunteer work on 
the Canal, and the Master Plan. He congratulated the Level Walkers tor their flood 
reports. A resolution supporting the Cumberland amendment to the Canal Act ns 
passed. unanimously. The Level (ialker Chairman reported on Level Walker activities 
durinc the year and, as Association representative to the Concerned Citizens tor 
the Potomac National River, gave a rel9Ullle of Repre•entative Gilbert Oud•'• proposed 
bill. Ed Wesely reported on the proposed P!!PCO expansion and shoved several elide• 
of the deterioration which has occurred along the canal as a result or the present 
plant. The previously mentioned June 2 hike was unanimously supported by the m811-
bership present and a good turnout is hoped for. No officers were elected this 
7ear because of the by-law change approved last year to provide three-year terms. 



The Nineteenth Annual Reunion Hike, fl,om Dam 4 to Shepherdstown, na scaevbat spread 
out, with Justice Douglas starting at Btl.5 and the last buaload •tartinc at 10140, 
b ut a eood tiae was had by all, including those who could not nlk afterwards. The 
w eather was perfect, the canal was rather clean thanks to the Boy Scouta• ettorta 
ot the week before, and the spring flowers were in profusion. The section vae 
easily hiked but the destruction from last June• a flood was ■till readily Ti11bla, 
including tlood-borne debris above the hikers' ijeade even when the towpath•• 
perhaps twenty tive feet above the normal river level. The 1ection hiked is Tfl'rT 
attractive on both sides ot the river. A nice lunch was proTided at Snyder•• t.Ddiai. 

The •Happy Hour" was held at Bernie Hillenbrand'• tara overlookinc � Canal and 
river. Durin& the "Happ7 Hour" tours of hie 230 year old plus houae were p.ven. 
The dinner meeting was at the Shepherd College dining hall. The meal was unlike 
any institutional ••al any of' us had had before - great food and IIOl"e than most 
could eat, even after the 12 mile hike. After dinner Ed Wesel7 epoke to the 1,0 
people present about the PEPCO expansion and the hike, Tea Hahn spoke about the 
American Canal Society, of which he is President, and Representative Gilbert °'1de 
spoke about the Cumberland amendment to the Canal Act (he:.iand Senator Mathias 
agreed, during lunch at Snyder• s Landing, to present bills in the Senate and Houae 
tor this amendment prior to Me1110rial Day) and about hi• Potomac National River Bill. 
The Bl(: tila on the C&O Canal Act was shown following the meetinc. 

Our thanks to Bill Failor and his staf't who turned out in eood DUllbers to proTide 
assistance as needed to the a1Jpronmatel7 300 hikers. They were well ercaDizN au 
prepared for an7 contingency. 

THB POTOMAC BATIOHA-L RIVII 

On June 10, 1973 at 10100 a•••, a canoe trip will be sponsored by the CODOm!D.ed 
Citizens tor the Potomac National River. This trip will put in at Harpers lerr7 

and take out at Brunswick. The reason tor the trip is to show ci ti sen npport. tor 
Representative Gilbert Oude' s Potomac National River Bill to the official• attend1n1. 
If' you can eanoe with us, welcome. It you simpl)r can be present at one end or the 
other, please come along to show that you want the �touc to remain •• attractive 
as it is today. 

VOLUNTBERS WAITID 

The Association is still sponsoring weekend volunteer work alone the lover part of 
the Canal. If you can contribute a f'ew hours on a Saturda7 aorning occasionalq, 
please call Judy Toth at (301) 229-8586. Bill Failor, IFS luper"ri.sor Seneca to 

Cumberland, is inte rested in supporting volunteer work and would welcome eClllllllD­
ications from any persons interested in working, eupervisine, or colrdinating · 
volunteers in any part of his area. He can be reached ata .latietall-c&O Cuai Or.ap5 
Box 158J Sharpsburg, Md. 21782, Telephone f30l) 432-5124. 

USEAOE OF THI POTOMAC RIVIR 

The Maryland Department of' Natural Resources is soliciting intorution rec■rdinc 
recreational use ot the Potomac River. Anyone wiehin1 to r-,pond to the it .. 
noted in the next para-graph should write tos Mr. William L. Jackson; PlanniJll and 
Evaluation Section; Department ot Natural Resource•; Tans State ottice Build1n1J 
580 Taylor AvenueJ Annapolis, Maryland 21401. 

Indicate the Potomac River portion reter:red to. Note the recreational activities 
ocurrin& in that portion (e.g., pimmin1, canoeing, kayakinc, fishing from river 
bank, fishine from boat, power boatine, water skiing, hunting, sneak boatin1, 
aesthetic viewing, other). Comments mic}lt include frequency, season, and atfect 
on other users of the river area. Any other related comaents 70u care to submit 
would be useful. 



HIIII' AND TALKI•• 

.-. 

()rant Con•7 will lead a hike on Jul.7 221 1973 ■tartiq at 9t00 •••• trca the\5':�.·..:_�_ 
Sycamore St.ere {MacArlhur Boulewrd and Wal.holldin1 Boa4; N.,._ Broolmont a• Ol• 
lcho). He 1• calllnc it •seven llilea ot hikiD1 and eipt hour■ et ta1Jd.D1•• ••11

take you to Old Anclers Inn the bard •7 - aa a pbJ'■ioal tom- of bi■\orJ'• . ,.. .· _,. . 

ror an aaple of what one can expect troll Grant, copied Ml.ow 1■ • pep on tile 
history ot the Huchea Hollow to S,Caore Landiq section• which be wote tor a hike 
he led thi■ pa■t winter. 

The pends at Huches Hollow wre ■tarted bytt.be late Bernard Siepl, related to 
a large planned de-relor:aent on land acquired. b7 Siepl in the l9SOs. BlookN b7 
local, at.ate, ani federal eovernmentsapnciN from channel ace••• to the _Poteaac 
River, the project was abandoned. Thia land ws then acquired b7 the State of 
Maryland for the McKee-Beshers WilcllU'e Manapa«'lt Area, planned tor tbe flood 
plain from Seneca State Park to a point approximatel7 two ailea upriTC' tr•

Hughes Holln. 
This land was patented in 1695 b7 Captain Richard ��11, who ceananud 

the Little Falla carrison or the Potomac Rancera froa 1693 until hi■ .._th 1a 1696.
Brichtnll and his force ot eight aen ranged alone the Potomac RiTer to pntect 
scattered settlers and travelers apb.at renepde Indians. Thia 1086 acre tract, 
called1Briptwell 1 s Bunting Quarters", exten� traa • point aboTe Seneca to the 
vicinit7 ot Id.wards Ferr,-. Woods bison, deer, bear, an41 wolTes wore bunted. 

Hi• successors were operatinc a huntin1 club when the7 nre forced to ::,ieU 
a ri1ht-ot-way alone the Potomac to the Cheaapeake and Ohio Canal Cc,mpan7, 1129-30 •. 
The downri var bounda1"7 marker for t.he propert7 •• deaoli■hed durb.1 construction 
of the Canal. Outraced members restored a bounda1"7 •rker at an unkJaoln1 loc•ti•. 
in the oaul bed at1nicht-time, secret ceremo117. 

Hclee-Baahers Wildlite Manaaement Area is operated b7 the State ot XarJ'l,aal 
under a current llU.ltiple-use concept. A surprising number otedeer WC'e •ur-re■W" 
in this area durinc the winter hunting season. Game birds are. plaatecl ad •croppedf 
roraerl7 a popular bir• watcher's habitat, this use has been allowed to deteriorate 
and came huntinc has become t.he predaainate use. !'•er tree nallow and bluebird 
boxes are erected, and the success of the bluebird project seana to have tncle4l with 
the bla1t or a shotcun 11h1ch deatroy-ed the last occupied bluebird house in 1970.

The fields be7ond wae part or a farm with the house located near 1ihe nins ot

t.he windmill and the barn where the r8' sanutone foundations toraed a rup where· 
bay and corn were unloaded tor hoe and cattle fodder. The abandoned tal"llhou■e, 
surrounded by poison ivy, is a nestina place tor barn swallows. 

From the farm buildings a dirt track runs thrQUch the ope tielda to the 
Vlnslow archeological ■ite excavated 1958-61 by melllbers ot the Southwestern Branch 
of the Archeological looiety ot Ma?7land 1a the tlat adjacent to t.he C & 0 Caal. 
The Winslow site vas the location ot an Indian Tillace where 100 or aore India• 
once lived. Artifacts, acien�call7 r•oved, indicate a tribe classified aa 
•woodland culture" or Indians who hunted with arrows and spear•, capture• fish,
cultihted nall plots er land, and turned out earthsvare pots and cla7 pipes.
Ske1itons froa thirteen burials, belie-red to date to the 15th century-, were raoved.
Perhaps the most iatereating find was the remain■ of a 19 7ear-old Indiatadp.rl DNr
the skeleton of a 8111811 do1, which uy have been her pet. The d.te baa been re•tored
to the depth or the aµrrounding land in accordance with the acreement betnea
Brockett Muir, who omed the land at the time, and t.he aroheolociat■•

Upstream 0.8 miles from the Horsepen Branch Hiker-Biker Overnipter, the fioo4 
scoured the bed of the canal and forced the collapse of the Horsepm Branch cul-rert, 
exposing ibe rock construction with keystone reinforcinc cievid• in the arch. 

The footbridce over the canal at Sycamore La11d,ing vas overturned. b7 .lpu l'leods, 
but can be crossed with a modicum of dexterit7. 



CAHAL ADVISORY COMMISSIOW 

Ranc7 Long, Chail'llan ot the C&O Canal Addso17 Ca.d.asion, has praai.aecl to report 
on Ooad.ssion activitiea to date tor an wpcOlling •Aloq the Towpath.• Jl•mmile, 
the next Coaiesion aeetin& will be held June 23, 19713 10: 00 a.m., at The 
National Capital Parks Bldg., 1100 Ohio Dr. s.w., Washington, D.C.

(Ha in' a Point) 

L B V B L W A L I B R S M B B T P A R. I: S · 1 R fII C I 

On April 16 approximately' 30 Level Walkers, representinc eectiona u,atr41aa ot 8e11eoa, 
aas•bled at the Antt•tua Battlafielcl to talk with National Park Service peraonnel. 
Bill Failor, Superintendent, had a ,ozen ot his stat! on hand tor the meetiq. Be 
discussed his organisational structure and introduced hie personnel. His portion et 
the Canal is treated as a unit tor 'ri.sitor ser'Yicee and ceneral Mna1•ent, bllt di'Y• 
ided tor maintenance w1 th sub-dia�ct f'or•en in charge ot the operations • ape­
citic portions of the Canal. 

George Church, in charge of Visitor Service• and Resource Manapment, deecribed hie 
wide scope of activities. He ha• Rangers under hill who are responsible tor aasurina 
that the users of the Canal respect the Canal and each other. Within their prot­
ective jurisdiction are 31 hiker-bikers, three driYe-ia camps, reepoasib1lit7 tor 
marking the Canal dams on the river, tor which the7 are •tudyinc adequate buo7 urk­
ing devices, and 162 :ailes or Canal. They expect to install a number ot electronic 
trail counters (he assures us the7 will not be at all vi•ible to the hiker) ao the7 
can more acouratel7 calculate the amount ot use the Canal pts. Bduoation pla79 a 
large par, in their activities and all N.P.S. personnel are instructed to answer 
whateYer questions they can and to generall.7 intonn the U11ers about � Canal an4 Park. 

George Wink, acting Chief of Maintenance, told us that bia total atatt IIUllber• 27 
permanent and 25 seasonal personnel for their 162 11iles ot the canal. TIMf' eat.1.Mte 
tbftt they have to mow .333 acres of crass an,dsen'i.ce, on a d.ail.7 ba•ia, 20S capiac 
uni ta. Ia addi ti.on, the7 check, on a aonthl7 baaie, the water trOll all 39 wells to 
assure that the water is clean enough tor drinld.nc. He noted that all ot the nlli 
have been approved for use-since Tropical Storm Agnes. However, occaaionalq oue 
will tail a test and the handle will be removed, but it 1• then re-teated promptl.7 
and treated if need be. Other statistics tor these 52 men include: 1'6 historic 
buildin1s and foundations, 50 footbridges, 17 wehicle bridges, 11 beat rap■, and 
80 pit privies. With the small staff and the extra workload troll the tloodin1, 
these 1ten have been busy since the etora simpl7 catchina up, wilw>ut havin1 ti.Ile 
to repair :masonr7, locks, etc. that would normally ha"Ye come under their routine 
maintenance responsibilities. A good discussion ot towpath aurtacing aaterials caae 
up. They are presently using a dirt7 Crusher Run #6 which, it uniton and dirt.7 en­
ough,, packs down quite well. It is frequently not verJ' mttol'll"ior dirt,- and 1 t, 4oea 
not break down with use. All present agreed clay ahale waa superior - it will break 
down in the course of a winter and compacts into a solid, llDU- aurtace 11h1.ch with­
atands run-ott well. However, it is aTailable only' in limited locations alon1 t.be 
canal, thereby lilliting the practiealit7 of its use on an economic baei•• 

John Reed, Interpretive Specialist, described plans tor led hikes, hike and bike 
trips, evening progi:ams, etc. this SU11111er in an effort toward iaprov• education. 
The Four Locks area ia planned to becoae an enviromantal •tudy area w1 th tlolunteers 
and paid persomel to conduct courses. 

It any Level Walker would like to lead a hike on his or any other sect.ion ot the Canal, 
please write to John Reed at, Antietam-C&O Canal Oroup, Box 158, Sharpsbur1, Md. 21782. 
You need to tell hiDI when, where,and, it any, what your topic will be - hi•torT, 
nature, birding,etc. They need a month advance notice to publiciee it. It ,ou nnt 

to tell me about it, too, I'll see it I can put into •11on1 the Towpath• in t.1.M. 



- s -

The meeting was apparently enjoyed by all participants and both aides lNraed quite 
a lot about the other's abilities and limitations. We hope to have aore auch •••t­
ings as appropriate. Do you have a rec01111.aclation tor the night ot \he wek? For 

that section, Antietam appears to be the most --..It locat.i••• 

CAIIAL USER I!fP'D'ltMATIOI 

The Anti•tam.-C&O Canal Oroup has been bus7 in recent ■ontha aas•blia1 in.t'ol'llltion 
tor visi ters to the Canal Park. Their intormatiou eheeta include •Bikini Alon1 tile 
Canal,• •A Few Tips tor a Sate and Enjoyable Bike Trip,• "Canoeiag in the ,.t.1110 
River,• "Campground Rules and Regulations,•. •Foed Sources tlong the C & 0 Caaal,•, 
"Hearb7 Pri nte Campgroun.,, 11 Seneca to Williamsport,• "Lodcinc, Sneca to Oullber­
land, • "Public Boat Launchinc Raap1,• •Kearby Recreational lquip■ent Rental.a,• ••• 
• nine book "Bibliography." A copy ot the aboft papers plus vhate•er el_•• they
have prepared tor tree d11wibution about the Canal •Y be obtained by writinc tea
Aatietam-c&o Canal OroapJ Box 158; Sharpsburc, !W.. 21782. Thaak you, I.P.s.,

T-OWPATH BBWS

RalEh Donnelly has accepted assignment vi.th Orant Convaf as our Advisory l.eftl 
Wa er for Historz. Both of th• could be called upon or advice 111 a117 part et

the Canal, but generally Orant should be co naidered tor hiatoriaal ad"rice downri..r 
ot Harpers Ferry and Ralph upri•er. The aam• is true ot ov two nn Enp.n8111"inc 
Histog advisors, Robert Doc!da (d.ownstream) and Charles Morrisoa (upatren).
Bill a"ries ia eur Geolo!; advisor. He 1a hoping to publish a book on the 1eoloa
ol the Canal, JOU' ll be apt posted. Rapier Shelton baa •olunteered to pr••· 
advice on Ornithologz. All of the above are Level Walker• in their own richt anti 
their a4ldresses are available in the No"f9mber 1972 Level Walker Direcwry with tbe 
exception or Napier Shelton, 1563 44ta st., ll.w., Washington, D. c. 20007. Do •• 
have any- nlunteers tor nora and Fauna? What other categories wou14 b e  appropr.l.a-..1 
The abeve happeaa w be a caplete liaiing to elate et Adviso1"7 wwil Walkers. 

Marie Orenan is nov co-Level Walker vi.th Lzman Stucker on the Point ot Rocks to 
Catoctin Aqueduct section. Senator J. Glenn Beall Jr baa recentii been assiped 
as Level .Walker tor the Nor h Branch to Mexico arms Pi eline section. Welcome 
aboardl Does anyone know e erea ou o ra f i to the Landover, Ma. 
address I have tor him is being returned with noorvarding addrees. 

"I" in this newsletter 1st Bruce Wood, Level Walker Chail'll8nJ 6200 Winnebago RoadJ 
Bet.heads, Macyland 20016. Telephone (301) 229-5182. _

Mile 

LEVEL WALKER REPORTS 

'o.o'Georfe'-- to Lock S, Bruce Wood has bicycled this portion ot the Canal recentl.1'
and Fiaseund conditions to be fair tor biking, geed tor walld.n1. At acae point.a 
there is excess loose vavel and at ot.hera potholes which require walking one• s bike. 

5.0 Lock S to Cabin John Creek, Philip Stone reports con•iderable progrees in repair-• 
inc flie flood damage in hie section. He su1ge1ts a top tlre•sing is neecH to .. ke 
biking enjoyable but that conditions are fair for the most part. Cabin John Creek 
is· reported to be heavily- polluted due to a break in the sewer line there. Thie 
break is being worked on. He reports a beaver near the BycaMOre Island Bridge. 
There are aleo signs ot beaver werk and a nall da• at about Mile 4. Hi• 1lN1' oen1u 
shows 68 users this April, 21 last October, and 351 last April. 

7.0 Olen Bcho to Great Falls., Marilyn DeLoaoh, not a Level Walker, has sent a pod 
report of the conditions ?or this area as ol late 1972. She reports little tnpath 
damage as tar as Widewater, at least not enough to deter her hike. Upatl'eam or
Widevater she notes bare roclce near Lock 16, a ford being required near there, 
inability to walk next to the stop-gate levee,_ and the 11iasin1 tootbridlN to Great 
11'ia1111-



. 

22 .8 Seneca Aqueduct te Tentoot Island, !upne Weinbach NIIU'U oa the Spr1q tie.., 
and ceneral beauty- or the section prior to Apes wersua the obTioue ••ce 1a the 
area im.ediatel7 tol.lm.ng the flood. More recmtq, the breaka ha'Ye bMII repaired 
tor the .:,at part, all of the fallen trees ha'Ye beeD rellO'Yed, a11tl 1en.-al eOMit.1 ... , 
while aot as attractive as last Sprillg, are IIUCh illproftd. 

2S.o Tent .. t. Isl.and to Szcaore Lan�, !_!:!! am Beck;[ Hedin repert �t t.he cawl 
obaener vould ?Ind ·flie slow site (see pap j, uct.r •JISJcla• a.. . 
Talld.a''-) illpNsible to locate and they- •ucaest n illtoi,1,1tion aarur be plaoed tMr••
The Sycamore Lnd1n1 bridge was still n.t 1a April and oroaaing 1• poeeible •� • 
hapbaaardq place• lop. Under ueage they- note a nuab• et hikera and bikere piok-
iag t.he April 111.id.tlowers - Stopl I'I like 1lo adaire t.h•• too. 

.30.8 ldards l"erry to l"ort Harrisen Island, llapier SheltoJ reperta t.he tnpatb to be 
in geod shape vi th onii one noticeable area er eroelon. Charles Pear■oa, who 11.,.. 
at Bread Run, reaembers canal boat da711. Kr. Pear1on 0011plai.Jled abO'ai �11tera 
creasing hia pasture \o reach the riveraand lea�ng his gate open, diacardillc vaah, 
etc. in the precess. Napier reports uaeage of the tewpath in Jaauary to ban coa-
1tisted ml7 ot allother LeTel Walker (not iantitied) but 1a April te N h•TY 
around the boat ramp. His April bircl list included plcltinchea, pvple ti.Jlches, 

rut7 blackbirds• white-threated eparrCN11, a11Cl oartinala. He also heard. • 'barr .. 
owla and·• rinc-aecked pheasant. 

3.3.2 Fort Harrisen Island to White l'errr, Dwight Slaeeslp;, Sr. aoted efffl9ral .,__
trees which should be removed ?or easier hilting but tha passage ne po1sible aayway. 
Much wilcllite activity was reported in this area, nen with a wi�d-ohill teeter at. 
the time of ten degrees below zero. Morris Green, Jr! receatl.7 capleted the SO
Iii.le hike in Washington County and is probabq the ol est person t.o do •• at � 
He reports conditions to be excellent but that, 1a March, •• r�rted by Dvipt ia 
February-, the pump handle was missing •• the Turtle RUJ!l Hiker-Bibr. 

42.2 MonocachAquecluct te lol.auds Ferry, Ra7 Teele notes that. t.he boua• en'­
aqueduct parnc lot tias removed 67 Mai 6. In lpril t.he piollic area waa 0111pletel.7 
under water aa:'lwas the Indian Flats Hiker-Biker. Th• Iolande Ferry road na noocte• 
b7 an afl4acent creek. The towpath contained a tew deep ruts which couU easil.J' be 
tilled ii with existing dirt piles alone the t..pttla Baltimore Orieles, three 
vi.re• species, purple tiaches, and white-throated. sparreva wr• in maoce. 

58.0 Weverton to Lock 34., Marilyn DeLoach is at it again. .both.- uaetul report 
et abou.t the 1aae vintage as the •rliw noted ane. The towpath trc:a Leck 31 11 
in aood condition as tar as Lock 32. One could then walk throup a washout uader 
Sandy" Hook Brid&•• Also at that time, the towpath under the railroad briqe ws 
almost campletel7 eroded. The Park Senice reports that these portions ot the 
towpath have been r41istored. Fr• Lock 33 to Lock 34 the towpath apia 1- 1a coCMI 
condition bat a severe washout upstream of Look .34 pl'Mnbita pa1aa1•• Oae must 

· ••tour this break via a lone, hard cli■b up Darga• Bed Road.

60. 7 Harpers Ferry to Dam t' Larry Harrie has aubmi. tted an excellent report 1• 
which he remarks ver1 comp etel7 on the ph79ical and natural characteristics et

his section. lo, LarrT, motorcycles are not permitted on the towpath andtheil"
operators should be remind.ed or this regulation. Non-aotorized aocles ot trans­
port are the onl7 lepl means by which 1 t ma7 be used. He notes that the prisa
and towpath have been well restored near Lock 33. However, one can still obaerve 
the "inside dope" of a lock's construction in the exposed masonr;r af,that leek. 
He reports choke che1T7, redbud, garlic mustard, aertensia, yellow loesestrife,
and bane berr7 to be in blossom alone the section he vas able to walk ia earl.7 Ka7.
The bi& breaks above lock 34 and Dam 3 remain so that only- vb.en the water is low
can one use the towpath between them. Larry reports this section ot the towpath 
to be in good shape trom prior visits.
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67 .o Mountain Lock to Antietam Aqueduct, Art Binn el notes that the caaperoUDCle at 
Mountain Lock and Antietam have been r estored to full use sinc e the flood. He 
reports the water from the spring at 67.83 to be sate tor drinkinc but the spring 
at 68.25 to be unsafe as ot Ma1 4, 1973. These conditions aay change with time. 
Woodchucks were raported to be more abundant than in the past. Migrator7 watert .. 1 
were c o1111on i• March and April. 

72.8 Shepherdstown to Dam 4, the Nineteenth Annual Justice Douglas hike was along 
this area. The towpath conditions are excellent and the scenery beautiful. 

10,.0 Old Railroad Station to Da• S, •Hooeer" Wolte notes tw llikers, u.,- tiabere, 
many birds, and 11tons ff of sand along the river. Ilia tallow walkers were "Just ae, 
and God, and we communicated well." 

136.6 Sideling Hill Aqueduct to Little Orleans, in the last newsletter Don Rauez · 
wondered if a cemetery near the a11Ueduct is Canal-related. Chailes Morr ison wrote 
to say th&, ilat is the one he is thinking about, it is a canal constructi• 
workers' cemetery. He said that he and his vile took note of the information on 
the stones and o•pared it with that in other local c•eteries. The7 concluded that 
this was where cholera victims were buri ed. A sign a, this cmetery once read 
"Shades of Death.• The land is now 11nder the jurisdiction of the Bo7 Scouts end 

is kept clear of weeds by them. 

164.8 Lock 68 to Oldtown, Bruce and Sherry Wood report the section to b• apill 
watered, thanks to a restored wood and earth till dam in the lower lock pocket 
of Lock 68. The Potomac For ks Hiker-Biker ia clean and the pump was operational 
in April. The towpath here is in excellent shape, not haTing been flooded in June. 
Useage was modest, coasisting mainly of fishermen and Boy Scouts. Yellow-shafted 
Flickers, pileated voodp�ker• 1 

spott ed sandpiper, kingfisher, great blue heren, 
and tree sparrow were among the birds sighted. Shad bush, spice bush, box elder, 
and maple were in flower in April. 
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----:-:-----:--------------

1973 Membership Category: Regular $5.oo r7 

Make Checks Papble tor C & 0 Canal Associatiea

Patron $10.00 C7 

Mail Checks Tor Mr. Douglas Greene, Treasurera 
10317 Brunswick Avenue 



'"ALONG THE TOWPATH 

1900 Bedford Street 
. 

Cumberland, Md. 21502 

. ' 
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Mr. Willi am Davies 
125 West Greenway Boulevard 
Falls Church, Virginia 22046 




