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GOOD NEWS {

As of May 15, 1974 the Chesapsake and Ohio Canel National Historical Park was unified
undar one Suparintendent, William R. Failor, and geparated from ths ctier peris wilh
which it was associated. Bill Failor had been Superintendent of (hs C&0 Censl and
the Antietam Park. Hs 1s temporarily maintaining his headquarters &% ths Antistem
Visitors Center in Sharpsburg, Md., pending a decision on the lccation for the C&O
Canal Park hsadquarters.

MEMBER ACTION

In May, several members of the C&O Cenal Asscciation participated significantly in
stopping logging of the Paw Puw Bends, a» arca that, whils privately oumed now, ie
to be bought by the State of Marylend and kept as & wild armea, Alen Franklin, Ievel
Walker at the Paw Pew Tumnel aoct.:!,on, roec3ived vword from & friend that this logging
was baing conducted in a remale part of the Dends, HEs conveyed this to Dick Stamten
and Bill Failor, both of ¥¥8, who investigated ths loccbion and found it to be bought
by ths State for the Green Ridge State Forest. Upon furthsr investigation, they
learnsd that the State and ths ownsrs hed not yet sgresd upon a price and that the
State would, in Decerber, proceed with condemnaticn gctiom to asguiys it,

KFS was therefore powerless to act = right-of-rvay was guaranteed ths ownsrs
and the State was committed to acquire it., The Assogiation sponsored a trip to the
site, in which Carl Linden, Nancy Long, John Howard, Ed Wesely, Bob Greenbsrg, and
Barbara Yeaman participated. John, a trained forester, wrote a paper criticising
ths methods uscd and described ths erosion problems that were certain to resuls,
Further investigation determined that no envirommsntal paper on ssdimsnt control had
been filed with ths State, thereby giving the State legel recourse. Eowever, tha
Stete was slow to act until a telegram was sent by Senators Mathies and Beall and
Congressmén Byron and Gude, This tslegrem produced immodiate action and within a
few days the State had stopped the logging. A new offer has been made by the State
and is being considered by the owners, an outdoor club,

Kudos are in order to Alan Frenklin, Bob Greenberg (who took over following up
possible recourse because Alan did not have tims), and John Howard for reporting
the problem, following it up with appropriate parties, and writing a repart that
should have been done by the State, Of course, our four Members of Congress deserve
our gratitude for having forcsd the State to take action before the logging was come
plated. This action seems a good example of what the Association, through both its
members and its citisen/political operations can do to help protect the Canal and
its environs,

As a result of ths above, the Association has formed a "Watchdog Committes™ to follow
up on reports of similar activities affec - the quality and character of the Canal,
The members are: Ed Wosely, Chairman, (301) 53-3119; Bob Greenberg, (301) 229.k1kl;
Bill Devies (703) 532-7588; Nancy Long (301) 229-0196; and Brucs Weod (301) 229-5182,
c:l: &n{;‘ of the members if you notice something you believe violates the objectives
of the rke
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HELP

The Asgociztion expects to soon lose its legal advisor, Smith Brookhart, to othsr
perts, Since we are occasionally in need of legal advice on a level well below
that of the Suprems Court, we would greatly appreciate ths offer of a lawyer's
sarvices. If any of our lawysr members is willing to aasist us, plesse contact
Carl Linden, (301) 229-2398, 6106 Ridge Drive, Brocikmont, Washington, D. C. 20015,

ADVISORY COMMISSION NEWS
Hext Mseting: August 2k, 197k; 9:00 a.m., Mather Center (HPS), Harpers Forry, W.Va.

The Commission has two more new members: Henry Miller, Paw Paw, W.Va. 2513ls end
Anthony (Tony) Abar, Chief of Program Plamning, Dspartment of Hatural Rssocwurces,
Armapolis, Maryland 21404, They represent West Virginis and Maryland, respectively.

May 25, 197L - Harpers Ferry - The Commission discussed the Paw Psw Bends losging
operation (see Member Action, P, 1), heard the Army Corps of Enginsers present &
vastly revised (and improved) proposal for the estusrine pumping station ebove
Chain Bridge in the Potcmac (the original propossl was 30 feet high, this is eight
feet; concrete befare, native rock facing this time, etc.), and ths Feirfax County
Park Authority reparted on a developrent proposal for Elwer Bemd Park, urstresm of
Great Falls, land asquistion is now (OB complete with 713 ownerships purcheassd.
Carl Linden reported on ths 197k Justics Douglas Hike. An historical study of the
Catoctin Aqueduct was presentad. Reparts on the voluntesr work perforned (3500
voluntosr hours to date) and ths status of the Master Flan followsd. Therd was
alsoc a report on the status of ths Cumherismd Conal Boat project.

STUDY HIEKERS

An Historical Study Hike was led by Tom Habn on June 22 betweseon Dargan Bend and Lock
38, This hike was announced in thy last newslotter on an erromsovs date and so was
participated in by only a dosen hilmrs. Our gpologlos for the confusion about the
date of that hike., The dates of the hiles noted beslow are fixed wnisass prior notice
is made., Ve had a very interesting and leisurely walk with Tom, climbing around
both sides of the Canal, exploring culverts, and investigating little-known or
nearly invisibls aspects of ths area. It was & good hike enjoyed by all participants.
The scheduls for future study hikes is noted below (none are eschsulsed dering
sumser). A few general guidelines gheuld be notad: A1l hikes (unloss notod) will
be one-way walking hikes covering spproximstely ten miles of the towpath, Each
will have a epecific topic around which the hike will oriemt. Lunch ghould be
carried on all hikes since we expect most to last much of ths day. The paca will
be 'leisurely, off-towpeth walking will be complstely optional, We will meet at
one end, drive soms caers and all papticipants to the other end and walk back.
Drivers will be returned to their cars following the hike, Please msset at ths
designated mb% places logistical problems may result if poople mest us at the
opposite end. optional camp-out will usually be available following the hike
(on Saturdsy night). NPS regulations prohibit sleeping in vehicles at most camping
areas, so tents are required. Occasionally we may use Hiker-Bikers, in which case
the gear must be carried for some distance. If & Hiker-Biker is to be used, the
~hike notice will advise that. No advance reservations are required so evary partic-
ipent is responsible for his (her) own lunch, transportation, csxping focd, cooking
equipment, and camping gear. Because no reservations are requircd, ws will have no
vay of knowing who will be joining the hike and so any transportation arrengemsnts
must be mads by you if you need transportation. The above is all the hike infor-
mation there 1s = please do not call me to re-iterate it, I have several other
Association-related and personal things to accomplish., Please plan to save this
information and the hike details if you plan to join the hikeas, '
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Septenber 28 - Historical Study Hike. Meet 9:30 a.m. at Monossoy Aqumedust parke
ing 1ot. Hlke bsgins at Catoctin Aquaduct. lLeader Dd Wesely. Sring lunch. —Gatdonal
cexping at Indian Flats Hiker-Biker near Momocacy Aqueduct Saturday night - mst
carry in camping gear,

October - Annual Invnl Walker Hike., Meet 9:30 a.m @b rhonpcon'a Beat Howas
(Tida S interseotion Rock Creek Parkway and Virginfia Avenus, D.C. BEike cCogins
there, goes to Lock 5, and returns to Tidal Lock. Leaderst Ras lewis (Elatory, oeo.
Section 1) and Marilyn Deloach (Matural History, etc. Section 2), Bring lunche [»
cemping option arranged. Ko restaurant meeting as in prior ysars.

Noverber 16 - Geology Study Hike. lMset 9:30 a.m. at Qldtowm éLock 70& Ni3 Parke
ing ﬁ'r.""""l!i?ynau land Route 51. Hike begins at North Branch, lee ios.
Cring lunch. Optional camping at Spring Gap drive-in camp arda Saturday night.

No water in camp area.

Dacember % « Natural History Study Hike. Meet 9:30 a.m. at Creat Falls Tavern
rcar Fotomac, Hd. Hike begins at Sensca Agueduct. Lleadsrs Ruth and Ed Salth. Bring
lunch, Camping permit for Maraden Tract will be requested, for group camping.

NOTES

In the remaris about the Twentieth Justine Douglas Hike containod in ths last news-
letter, I failed to note that Congressman Hmngen of Idaho joined us on ths last day
and that Blair Bower hiked the entire dintance, starting with us and ending with we
but having to miss some days in between dvs to buimu obligations. Hs hiked at a
faster pace thath we did in order to cover the entire distance.

No decision has yet been made on ths badge materisl cdue to a need for additional
votes. Please let us know yorr preference if you have not voted. The bellot was
included on the hst. page of tho May 1974 rcwsletter.

- Inquirées have been made about the Association's officers. They are the same as
noted previously, their tenure being three years and having been elssted in 1972,
Elsctions will again be held at ths 1975 business meeting. Ihey ares Carl Linden,
Presidsnts Alan Franklin, First Vice-President; Bruce Wood, Sscond V-P, end Ianl
Walker Chairmang Nancy long, Sscretary; and Douglas Greens, Treasurer, ;

il

TONM HAHN ADVISES

He will be revising Section Two of the Towpath Cuide thio autumn, Corrections,
additions, suggestions welcomed. Send them to Tom at P.O. Box 638, Glen Echo, Md.
20768. Re#ised Section One is available from Tom for $2.50.

He has some C&0 Canal Association Window Decals available for 25 cents and a
self-addressed envelops - send to above address.

A ten page catalog of canal publications is available from the Anrican Canal
and Transportation Center, 809 Rathton Road, York, Pemsylvania 17403.

LEVEL WALKERS

We have lost ons of our most active and best level Walkers, Ray P. Teele, Hs passed
away in February, 1974. His wife, Marion, has moved to Fort Collins, Colorado, Eo
is definitely missed by his many friends in the Associstion. His reports are also mis

Orville Crowder,a founder of the modern day Level Walkers end active
Applalachian Trail Conference member, passed away August 6, 197l|. He
had been & patient in the Charles Town, West Virginia hoapital.

On a chesrier note, there has been a recard amount of activity since the annual hike.
A total of 96 people or families are now assigned to the 69 sections into which ths
Canal is divided. Only one section remains unassigned - Spring Gap to North Branch,
mile 173.4 to 175.5 - and a number of sections have two level walkers assigned to the
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All Level Walkers are reminded that your assignment is not just an honor -- it is
also a duty. I must receive written reports from each of you at least twice a yeer
to know the condiflons of the Camel. If I do not hear from you at lsast once during
any 18 month period, during which three reports should have been submitted, I must
asgume you are no longer interested end I will assign the section to someone else,
without prier notice te you. Since demsnd is presently high, I will seon be reviewinmg
the files to ses what 2ssignments are epen. If you sre im deubt sbout your status,
your best sction is to file a report, Please semrd it te: Bruce Wood, 6200 Wimnebago
Read, Bethesda, Marylend 20016, ' ‘

Recent assignments and/or reassigmments includes Carrie Johnson (Section 1),
Willism Huseman (6), John Anderson (7), Larry Harris (7), Russell Baker (10), Joserh
Paull (10), Woody & Barty Kemmedy (15), Robert Flyan (18), Fred Nolte (23), Jack &
Dot Geary (2h & 25), The Richard Wilson Family (2li}, The J. Randolph Wilson Family
(25), The Kemneth Robinson Family (32), The Harold Vreeland Family (33), Stenley
Love and BSA Troop 1112 (42 & 43), A, Eretser McOraw (L2), John Buescher (LL), Jobn
Howsrd (48), Relph French (L9), Betty Buescher (50), Mary Dwyer (50), Fay Whyte (51),
Edith & Marvin Wilkerson (60), Mike & Bernice Sesler (6L),and Robert Gormer (69).

REPORTS

0.0 Tidal Lock to 0ld Bost Imeline, Carrie Johnson made "A totally unsurprising reporc
of her section being as populsr as ever, getting bedly overgrown, and still nesding
signing. Rae Lewis updated previeus reporting informstion. Tow Path Cysle mo longer
rents bicycles; Big Wheel, 337-025k, 163k 33rd 8%., ¥.W., does rent bicycles. Restor-
ation of the towpath to Lock 5 is finished, the Canael is being rewatered.

5.0 Lock E to Cabin John b\'uka Philip Stons reports "ressonably good® towpath, weter
above s & ero goil comp blocking the cenal neer Sycsmore Is.,
snd work on a footbridge to replace the one at Cabin Jom, WNo litter; increased unsos
19.6 Pennyfield to Semeca, Bill Clsgue notes that Muddy Branch Culvert is repaired
(NP8 advises the section is rewater and the towpath is inm good condition. Motor-
oycle tracks were ssen on the towpath - motor vehicles are not permitted on the tow-
path, please report eny seen to the Park Police or National Park Service.

35.5 Whites Ferry to Lock 26, and Berty Kenncdy reported on & Wanderbirds trip
which Included %EIF section ac elr Renger, Ken Henslsy, The Marble
Quarry Hiker-Biker is reported as cleen and there was little trash slong the walk,
k8.2 Point of Rocks to Catoctin Aqueduct, Marie Oreman does report much trash neer
the U.3. 15 bridgs, pecple camping %Eare (TiTegal), and loose timber in the cansl bed.
The Bzld Bagle Islsnd Hiker-Biker is in good condition, The stones from the Catoctin
Agueduct have been recovered and stored amd stebilisetion work is proceeding.

TheO Lock %9 to SFors Lund:l.n!, gs‘ e Maddex reports Lock 39 to be in good shaps.
Water 1is ng into the Canal bed neer a kigh wall et 76.7 and could cause problems.

He generally reports good conditions and a besutiful section,

- T6e7 S%ors Lending to Marsh Run Culvert, The Cramers (Harold Sr., Harocld Jr., and
Williem) joined forces report on two sections. They report significant use,

both by humens and birds.

k.l Falling Waters to Williamsport , Mel Kaplan reports excellent towpath in the lowe

portion end Lock L3 18 in ﬁ shape. Walter Teach reports 300 yards of stagnant

water in the other end of the section, near o

105.0 01d Railroad Stetion to Dem 5, Koo% Wolfe tells of good conditions and high

useage. He also commented on 8cCCess Po on upstream while showing friends the Cane

136.6 Sideling Hill Creek A t to Iittle Orlesns, Don Ramsey reports new NPS

signs on Orieans Road,Ceps ?12; %o railings of the Aqueducts have been filled with

wooden railings, A sapling is growing in the hearth of Lockhouse 57 - watch the

doorway, the lintel is crumbling and the door is short. Indigo Heck Hiker-Biker is

in good shape. Little Orlesns drive-in campground iw heavily used, but spperently

most users do not use the Cenal,

16L.8 Lock 68 to Oldtown, Bruce and 8h Wood reported on the visit during the
197l hike. GCo-walkers inciluded the FarE guperintendent, the Advisory Commission
Chairman, snd the 1974 hikers. Conditions were very good.
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ALONG THE TOWPATH

1900 Bedford Street

Cumberland, Maryland 21502

Mr. John C. Frye
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