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ANNU A L REUNION HIKE 

The 1975 Annual Justice Douglas Hike will be held on Saturday, April 26, 1975. It 
will cover the Canal between Harpers Fer rv and Point or Rooks. It will return to 
the traditional one-d~y affair, though something may be ~eheduled for Sunday for 
those who are inte~eeted. 

The bu~in S5 rre eti..ng will re held in Harpers Ferry on Friday night, April 25. 
The Annual Hike will begin Satu~day morning, April 26. Transportation will be avail
able from Point of RIX ks for a nominal f~e. The banquet will probably be held in 
Harpers Fer~ on Saturday night , Apr il 26. Details of all this and a reservation form 
will be made avai.labl.8 in the nex t i:ssue of "Along th-, Towpath." 

FOR Y O UR CALENDAR 

The C&O Canal National Historical Park Advisory Commission meetings for 1975 are 
scheduled for the s~cond Saturday of every other month, as follows: Januar.y 11, 
March 8, May 10, July 12, s~ptember 13, and November B. The public is welcome to 
attend. The meetings begin at 9:00a.m. a t the Nation~l Park Service Mather Center 
in Harpers Fer~. 

March 29 - Study Hike - History and Wildflo~ers - Sycamore Landing to Fort Harrison 
Island and return. Meet 9:30 a . m. Sycamore Landing Parking area. Leaders: 
Virgil Smirnow and Napier She l t on. Bring Lunch arxi binoculars. 

April 26 - Annual Reunion Hike - see above and the next "Along the Towpath." 
May 17 - Study Hike - Natural Histor y - Dam Number 4 Slackwater. Meet 9:30 s.m. 

at McMahon's (Charles ' ) Mill. Chsrles Otetot leader. Bring sn~akers or 
rubber boots for pos~ib1e ~·mding . Bring lunch nnd binoculars. 

J1me 15' -History Study Hike -Antietam Aqueduct to Snyders Landing plus Antietsm 
Battlefield . Mee t 9:30 a.m. Anti~tam Camp Area. Leader: John F~e. 

Bring Lunch • 

MEMBERSHIP 

All 1974 A~sociat~on ~emb~rs who wish to remain members in good standing (th~e is no 
othe.r kindl) must pay their 1975' dues of $5.00 (regular) or $10.00 (patron). A mem
bership ren~wal form is encloe ed in t his n~wsletter, ple.;~ee canplete it as appropriate 
and send it to the A~e~ciation Treasurer, ryou~las M. Greene, 10317 Brunswick A~nue, 
Silver Sprirg, Maryland 20902. If there is no fcrm attached, pleAee tell Doug your 
current address ~nd ho~., you wish t o have your name app!!Jar on t.lle new membership badge. 

BAD GES 

Speaking of membership badges: The vo~ fo r a new membership badge was overwh~lming1~ 
in favor of a die stbuck metal badgs, wi th many votes also for a cloth badge in add
ition. A final quote was obtained for t~ metal badge, but it was extre~ly high -
in the ar~a o~' ~12 .00 r~~ badg~~. S:;, we looked ~t other choices and have come up with 
A good loo. ld.ng (bett~r than the existing b~dge 1 ~rhap~ not as good &~ me

0
tal) pla!tic 

badge which will be ~ent to all· l975 nembers ar, the rate of one per I?·Oc lll!!mb~renip, 
with 8xtra3 av~ilable at a cost of $1.00 each . Also, a new cloth badg~ has b~en oraered, 
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also at a cost of $1.00 to the members. On~r ,.ene nlastic badge per $5.00 mer"'berehir: 
iB fre~, all cloth badges and ~ddltional pla.~t:i.c bad~es are $1.00 each . These are 
not yet in~ hands,.but we eJq:ect to distribute them prior to the April hike. 

ADVISORY COMMISSION 

Ae noted, Commission meeting~ will b~ on the second Saturday of every ot~r month 
during 1975 and are o;:en to tl'e public (ae-! s~bedule on Page 1). Tl"e lat"!st meeting, 
in PArpers Ferry on November 23, reviewed the status o~ tl"e !1ast!'r Plan, now cornt-i n~d 
with an ~nvironm~ntal Impact Statement -- public hearings are expected in early to 
mid-1975; sorry, no scn,dule available yet. The Paw Paw Bends logging has been stopped 
pending submiesion arrl approval of a sediment control plan. The State has made·· an 
offer for th~ property which has been refused and condemnation is proceeding. 

The City of Cumberland put forth a proposal for a recreational park between the 
canal an::l. river in the Candoc area. Land acquisHion boundary maps are available at 
tt-e An tie tam and National Capital Parks headauarters offices. Members may review them 
if they T..rish. Lan:i acq:dsi tion is 85% complete, with completion an~icipated by June 
30, 197t;. Lnrenzo Jacobe has been appointed as the net.r colT!1'1issioner from the District 
of Columbia, replacing James Banks. 

Catoctin Creek Aquedu~t stabilization wets ne!'lrly C)mplete i_n Nov.,mber. Tm Wood
mont. Culvert (Mile 135.11) 1.s belng almost oompletely rebuHt. ··r,nocacy, Tonoloway, 
S1c'~l~n,g Hill, Fifteen fv'ih , and Evitts Crl"""!ks A.oueducts are ~cheduled for full to 
partial stabilization with FY 1975 .funding. T~ se fundw will not permit reconstruction 
of any of the ~q'..P. du:: ts. LOCk5 23, 48, and 54 are scheduled, or h!lve been, to be filled 
with earth purling fun:is for repairs. Otl'l"'r struct'l!'es are schedul-!d for stabilization 
and/ or rl'"l"'! ir. 

NPS..; LEVEL WALKE:R I-!EETING 

On December 6 a joint me~ting of the National P."'rl< Sl'lr,i. c~ arrl the Lt-vel Walkers wa5 
held in Glen Echo. There was a small turnout on the part of the Level Walkers, but 
there was ::: r;aod disc~tss ion during the eveninp: anyway. Much of t~ conversation was 
orHmt~d to the lcwer portion of the canal because most of the NPS personnel am the 
Level 1tlalkers were from or assigned to this area. Thfl! next meeting is to be held on 
January 10 at the Antiet.:tm Visitors Center. A report of t.hat meeting will appear in 
the next newsletter. 

V 0 t U N T E E R S, A N Y 0 N E ? 

~ Association is occasionally Qskad to provide a speaker for various types of civic 
group mestings in the Canal Area. To date such speakers have been provided on an ad 
hoc basis, uaually with the re rson being asked making the presentation. The Associa
Fon would like to receive the names of volunteers who would be willing to provide 
a prese!L at ion for various groups with or without slides. An outline of items to 
discuss could be provided by the As~ocia tion, as well as a set of slides. Please 
contact Bruce Wood, 6200 Winnebago Hoad, Bethesda, Maryland 20016, if you are inter
ested. A roster of volun$~ers will bft assembled :and only upon mutual agreement will 
anyone be exp!cted to provide a presentation. Anyone willing to contribute original 
or duplicate slides to assembll!l a show on the canal should also contact Brxe Wood. 

MAINTENANCE PROBLEMS? 

On the canal, tm t is. Don Foster, Chi~f of Mai.ntenance for t!~ Gecr getvwn to s~neca 
sAjction has asked anyone who notices ma:i.nt~nance problems along this a rea to call him' 
at 299-3622. You shot.tl.d include a description of the problem, its location, and how 
long you hav"' observed it to be a problem. If you are also a U!tvel Walker, either 
advise the L~v~l Walker of the section or send in a report on it. 
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INTRUSIONS 

Two example~ of A~sociation memb~r action regarding action~ advers~ly aff~ctjng the 
C·~O Canal have come up in recent months. These demonstrate the need for a 11 members 
to be alert to and aware of' intruding activities which violate the nature of tM 
National Hil'ltorical Park we havl'!. Tl:1fl! fjrst action was related to the Paw Paw Bends 
logging activities {see previous newsletters for details) which b~gan in May 1974. 
The first reaction by some people informed of the log~ing was that it vas outsids the 
scope of' the Park jurisdiction, but }J"rsis tent ir:v.-.stigation by a few 118mbers of the 
Association determined that no sedi~ent control plan had been filed with the State of' 
Maryland and that it was therefore a violation of State regulations. This logging 
ha5 there font been stopped far the present and everyom hopes the .<3tate will moTe to 
condem the property before such a plan can ~ formed and Approved. 'rhe State ·-Ms 
already ~•de sever•l offers to purchase the ~rop8rty whicr- hav~ b~en refused. 

Tm second such intr,~tia!", also logeing in a fiood plain, w.ras noted aboye Swains 
Lock during Octob"!r. The NPS was advised that an entire ielarrl in ttP- Potomac had been 
cut over by the owner (for a better vi.ew -- and h~ left all the tree:~ on the island1). 
Theylooked at it am decided they could do noth:tng since it WRl!l in the river. The 
incident was noted in the NPS-Level Walker meeting of December 6. Ed Wesely le~rned 
about it and checked with th!t State of Marylarrl the following Monday. The State had 
not heard of it .and sent 3n jnspector out on Tuesday. By the end of the week tte 
property owner had been advised of the violation of the State's sediment control r•g
ulation and was inl'ltruct.~d to remove all of the trees from th! island. 

Ed advises us that any modification of tt. flood plain such as cleari.ng, logging, etc, 
requires a State permit. Obstructions in a fleod plain are against State re~ulations. 
If you should notic~ any modif)Cation or obl!ltruct.ion of a flood plain on the Maryland 
side of t~ river or on any of the islands in the river (they all belo~ to MarylAnd) 
please advise either or all: thl Maryland Water Resources Administration; Ed Wesely 
(.301) 652-3119; and Nancy Long (301) 229-0196. They will need to know where the 
modification occurs, when it happened if you know, and what its nature is. Of course, 
if it ill de.fin:ttely within the National Park, the NPS should be adv:i!l'!d (301) 432-5124. 

ASSOCIATION OFFICERS AND DIRECTORS 

The annual business meeting this year will include t~ election of a new slate of 
officers and on .. -third of the Board of Directors, e<~ch to three-year terms. The 
present officers are: Carl Linden, President; Alan Franklin, First Vice-president; 
Bruce Wood, Second Vice-president and Lftvel Walker Chairman; Nancy Long, Secretary; 
and Douglas Greene, Treasurer. Carl and Alan have indicated thtir desire not to be 
re-nominated as ct' ficers. The Directors whose terms expire are: Jacob Berkson, 
John Chandler, Grant Conw8y1 William Davies, and Thomas Hahn. All mpy be re- · 
elected to new three-year tP.rms or any mgy ~ T~rlaced b,ynew memberso The total 
number on the Board is presently 15. 

A.seociation ml'".mbers are invited to send their pri!erences for nomination to tiny of 
the above positions to the Nominating Committee, which consists of Carl Linden, 
6406 Ridge D!:>ive, Brookmont, W1shington, D.C. 2cn16; and Alan Franklin, 6510 Ridge 
Drive, Brookmont, Wa~hington, D. c. 20016. 

C&O CALENDARS 

Mart~ and Dave Kelsey (she was 00'9 of our lo, .. istics drivers durin~ the Spring hike~ 
hav~ assembled an attractive calendar of black and white photographs of the Canal. 
S8verAl of the photograph! w~re tnken d~ring the Sprin~ hik~ ~n: - few ahov the hikers. 
Copies may be obtained from the Kelseys for $2.00 each at: 120 South Adams, Rockville, 
Maryland 20850. 
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LEVEL WALKER REPORTS 

John Frye has volunteered to be th! History Advisor far the Level W~lkers, along with 
Grant COnway. Please feel free to call upon th~m or any of tile other ~dvil!lory ~vel 
N"alk~rs to assist you with ~,rour reporting. 

Mile 
5.0 lock 5 to Cabin John Creek, Philip J. Stone reports good to very good towpath, 
locka in good shape, a new footbridge at Cabin John, continuing pollution along C•bin 
John Creek, beavers below Lock 7, and increasing visitor use. 

12.3 Cropley to Gre~t Falls, Helen Johnston notes ~hat the stop gate in the stop lock 
above Widewater has been removed, apparently to permit work on the locks immediately 
below the gate. She reoorts usea~e by some 5,000 people on a good summer day% 
Beavers are act:hre here, also. This section is ~pnar<mtly a gocrl indicator of spring 
flora and fauna along the entire canal. 

14.3 Great Fal~ to Swains Lock, John Anderson also r~ports heavy hiker and bjker use. 
Tom Hahc's new Section 1 guide book (revision o.f the original) ie repnrted to be 

accnrate t"ar this s~ction. Larry Harri~ and Famil~ confirm John's report of good 
towt:'ath concl.itions. They a leo rematk nn the excel t-nt ehapl'! of almost all as-p!c ts 

of the canal and its l"'"lated strmt1.1res. 

39.4 Look 26 to !{onocaoy Aqueduct, Anson Ctmrter conr,ratula tee FEPCO on a fine job 
of repairing and r~watering the c~mal ai'ter removal of t~ fly~sh. He thinks a one 
half percent finder~ fee is in ord•r for finding PEPCO 's fly~s'1, donat!"rl to th8 
Association, of course. 

65.1 Dare~n Qaarry to Mountain Look, The Randolph Wilson F~milz report excellent 
towpath, a great vista of the WeE•t Virginia shore at 66.5, and solitude away from 
the dri're-in areas. 

69.4 Antietam Aqueduct to Shepherdstown, Ken Rollins eaya, "AlJ 's W~ll." The remains 
of Agnes are gon~, d~bris in tha. prism from pr~-Agnes was cleaned out by th~ flood and 
not rsplaced to any gr~at extent, and ~enerally a good section. 

76.7 Snyders Larrl tng to Marsh Run Culvert, . Art and Ha~!!!!!: report only two minor 
problems -- a rut at 81.1 and erosion at 78.9. 

81.6 Marsh Rtm Culvert to Dam 4, the Kenneth Robinsone note ~ood hiking, but that soft 
sand would make h:1.1<ing dil'ficult. No drinking wR+:."!r at the hiker-biker in this sec
tion. Wild flowers ar~ co~non. 

84.4 Dam 4 to Charles Mill, the Hal Vreeland Family nott!s hardly a sign of Agnes da!'!t
ap,e, gen~rftl improvement over 18 months ago, no new rockfalls, and moderate use. 

88.1 (:hQrles Mill to Lock 43, Charles Otetot r .. m;_nds us that along moet of his section 
(as with tm section immediately dmmt!itream)the canal i~ in the river anci. the tolf!'ll'th 
is a narrow path along th~ river. Hi! troo;, cleaned the ~rea of vegetation blocking 
the towpath and of trash. Howell's Cave has b"fl!n re-opened. Mel Kanbn rsports that 
the rOild access to Lock 43 is in4eed private :.nd that th! own;,rposted it because of 
excessive and carel.e ss use of th~ t~ocess. N.PS has app'il~ntly acquired property ns.tr 
Falling Waters :'SO thi t visi tr>rs may reach thl canal without att•mrting to >Set through 
the private acce!s there. ' 

99.3 Williamsport to Pinesburg Station, Me] Kaplan not~s that the capstones on th8 
culvert near Pinesburg Station ars about to fall and ~ome of the arch ie we•k. The 
towpath is again report~d to be in excellent condition. 



- 5 -

108.6 Lock 47 to McC ov's F~rry, A. K. ~cGraw advises t~~t towpath conditi on~ rema in 
good and camr- sites ar~ busy, s ~pecially on w~ek~nds. Stanle y Love reporting on t hi~ 
section a nd the n~xt one upstream, notM also that the toWpath is j-n good ! hape , but 
roots and stones are l'IO:netimes hard on biJ,.t'rs. 

127.3 Round top Hill to Lock 53, Ralph F'rench also has exc'!lJ.~nt towpath . He notes no 
rl"lcent cha ng~ e along the s~ c tion, but does ad,rise that the bench at milepos t 129 i s 
mj.s sing . 

146.6 Lnck 59 t o Loc k 60, Doris Bailev and Dorothy J~hP~ have clean towpath wi th PO 
litter. !;aves hide rocks on the tnwpath but otherwii• no problems ire · r~ported. 
Very 1i t tle w-!ter 1 n thl"l section this autumn. 

151.2 Green Rtd~e Station to Lock 61, Jer,my Parker ha!'! a "no n~ws is good news" report, . 
But how can myone els~ t~ll with no repcr ts? T~ trailer camps on t~ West Virgi ni a 
shore l ook better th~P last eprin~ , thanks to leaves on the trees at thft time of the 
visit. The tplfPath nted~ resurfacttg. 

153.1 Lock 61 to trek 63 lLJ, Tha. Jo~eph Flynn Fami!t not~s remains of a lock gate 
near l rr.lr. Th@ly oould no t loc<lt, th~ iockhouse at ock 63 1/3. 

15h.5 LC'ck 63 1 3 to Maryland Route 51, Alan and Kit Franklin wam of t he li.l(~Jihood 
of eomt!l brickwork 1!1 de th~ tunnel falling due to erosion Of th!'! mortiilr. They 
investigated the logging site on the P~w Paw Bends and report bull-doz~r work done 
"with wild iilnd indiscrimi nate Abandon." Where th! timberins actuall ~· took plllce, 
on the slope to the flooo phin, the area looks like a battlefield with t r ees pushed 
aside to reach b.rger ones, unwanted parts of' the larger trees left wlltre they were 
cut , etc. Some of tae cut trees wer~ 70 years old and the entire area wae well eat-

, ablished fors s t . Many big tre~s still stand with bltw! paint llJlrke, which probably 
indicated thoee to b~ fellwd, thanks to action by the Association an:i our Congrusman. 
Back at t he tunnel, o !mall 1'1lide ocottrr.,d nsar the South Portal (upstream), but 
appar~ntly no further d~mafe was done to the portal. The downstream entrance wall 
of Lcc k 64 2/3 is badly deteriorating. 

164.8 Lock 68 to Old town, Bruce and Sherry W.:,cxi had the advantae;e of Bill Davies' 
geology ~tudy hik"'! on t,heir !~ctton to gRther somtot history, albeit ancient. Locks 68 
through 71 (and other composit~ locke) used lncal Oriskany Sandstone, The rock out
crop near Lock 68 is one end of an anticline extendinr to near mile 169, t~ mi4ile 
beil1f eroded away. The layers in this outcrop .,.re: Oriskany S~ndstone, Coeyman's 
Limestone , Keyser Limestone, and Tonoloway Limestone (the latt&- one not visible here ) . 
Simi lar formati ons are tourrl all the way to Found top Hill, riliing and falling along 
t he Canal ' s r oute. More beavere (not pre-historic) in thl turning basin- there is 
a recent lodge there. 

173. 4 Spr i ng Gap to North Branch, Nettie and :U.r,.,,v Saville again call th~ t owpath good 
but wit h roote. The locke are in g ood shape, butthe lockhoust"! at Lock 72 Me ds some 
at tt~~nt ion. Tht Spr ~_n g Gan and North Branch areae were well used. 

182.6 Wil~y Ford t o Intake Lock, Cum~!"-~!1!!, ~-~b~_rt Germer r_,nort~ good ta.tpath, a l though 
remi.nding us that the flood control work dest!myed '!vidence of tm canal from 183.55 
to the we et ern end. He provided a p;ood report on all asps cts of t m section. 

This newsle tter i s written and edited by Bruce Wood, 6200 Winnebago Road, Betheed~ , 
Maryland 20016. 
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