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PIANC Overview

The World Association for Waterborne Transport Infrastructure

ÅEstablished in 1885

ÅNon-political and non-profit

ÅConvene best international experts, both public and private, 
on technical, economic and environmental issues pertaining 
to waterborne transport infrastructure

ÅHigh-quality Technical Reports and Briefs

Å International Commissions and Working Groups
ïMaritime Navigation Commission

ïInland Navigation Commission

ïEnvironmental Commission

ïRecreation Navigation Commission

ïYoung Professionals (YP) Commission
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PIANC Working Groups

The work carried out by the 
Association on subjects of interest is 
accomplished through its technical 

Working Groups (WGs), composed of 
experts of high standing from 

different countries. Participation in 
the international Working Groups 
results in worthwhile contact with 

experts studying technical and 
managerial matters of current 

importance.
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PIANC USA Overview

US Section of PIANC

ÅEstablished in 1987

ÅManage activities of PIANC to advance the purposes of US  
navigable waterway interests while promoting PIANC-USA 
objectives:

ïPromote exchange of information with international navigable 
waterway interests on all aspects pertaining to inland, coastal, 
and ocean navigation

ïEncourage cooperation between U.S. Government agencies and 
state, municipal, and private organizations

ïExchange technical information on climate change and other 
timely topics of broad interest
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EnviCom Overview

PIANC Environmental Commission

ÅCƻǊƳŜŘ ƛƴ мффп ǘƻ ŘŜƳƻƴǎǘǊŀǘŜ tL!b/Ωǎ ŎƻƳƳƛǘƳŜƴǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ  
environment and sustainable development principles

ÅAddresses broad as well as specific navigation sustainability and 
environmental risk issues that crosscut PIANC areas & partners
ïDevelop and provide environmental guidance for sustainable waterborne 

transport infrastructure

ïNetwork/communicate with international organizations and associations 
(e.g., IADC) addressing sustainability and environmental risk, including  
Countries in Transition

ï30 members from 11 nations and 7 partner organizations

ïActive Working Groups (e.g., Beneficial Sediment Use, Underwater Sound)

Todd Bridges (Chair, USACE)

Burton Suedel (Principal Representative, USACE)

Victor Magar (Alternative Representative, Ramboll)
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Goals
1. Develop best practice guidance to create environmental 

value through sustainable, resilient navigation infrastructure

2. Integrate best environmental practice into navigation 
planning, engineering and operations

3.¦ǎŜ ǎǘǊŀǘŜƎƛŎ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛŎŀǘƛƻƴǎ ǘƻ ŜȄǇŀƴŘ tL!b/Ωǎ ǊŜŀŎƘΣ 
engagement, partnering, and impact

EnviCom: Mission

Provide practical, science -based guidance to 

shape and inform future environmental 

practice in the development and operation of 

sustainable navigation infrastructure



òSetting the courseó

www.pianc.org

Å Enhancing the economic, environmental, and 

social benefits of infrastructure through sound 

environmental practice

Å Support a proactive posture on climate change

Å Support the application of risk-informed 

decision making to environmental management

Å Promote Working with Nature philosophy

VPermanent Task Group on Climate Change

VEngineering With Nature (USACE)

VBuilding with Nature (EcoShape)

Major Work Themes
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Strategic Initiatives

PIANC Climate Change Declaration 

On 10 December 2019 during COP25 in Madrid, PIANC 

ƭŀǳƴŎƘŜŘ ǘƘŜ ŀǎǎƻŎƛŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ 5ŜŎƭŀǊŀǘƛƻƴ ƻƴ /ƭƛƳŀǘŜ /ƘŀƴƎŜΣ 

ǇǊƻǾƛŘƛƴƎ ŀ ΨŎŀƭƭ-to-ŀǊƳǎΩ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǎŜŎǘƻǊ ǘƻ ŀŎŎŜƭŜǊŀǘŜ ŀƴŘ ǎŎŀƭŜ 

up action, urgently and decisively, in order to reduce the 

potentially significant risks that climate change poses to 

waterborne transport businesses, operations, safety and 

infrastructure.
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ÅThe main goal for the new cross-commission PTGCC being led 

by EnviComis to inform PIANC on how navigation may be 

affected by climate change and where and how adaptation 

and mitigation actions need to be taken so that the necessary 

actions and investment can be performed in a proactive way. 

Strategic Initiatives

Permanent Task Group on Climate Change (PTGCC) 
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Å Chair:Jan Brooke (UK) 

Å WG 178:έDǳƛŘŀƴŎŜ ƻƴ /ƭƛƳŀǘŜ /ƘŀƴƎŜ 

Adaptation for navigation Infrastructure 

tǊƻƧŜŎǘǎέ 

Å TG 193:άwŜǎƛƭƛŜƴŎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ aŀǊƛǘƛƳŜ ŀƴŘ 

LƴƭŀƴŘ ²ŀǘŜǊōƻǊƴŜ ¢ǊŀƴǎǇƻǊǘ {ȅǎǘŜƳέ

Å TG 3:ά²ŀǘŜǊōƻǊƴŜ ¢ǊŀƴǎǇƻǊǘΣ tƻǊǘǎ ŀƴŘ 

Waterways: A Review of Climate Change 

Drivers, Impacts, Responses and 

aƛǘƛƎŀǘƛƻƴέ

Strategic Initiatives

PTGCC Progress 

WG 178. Four stages in the climate 

adaptation planning process.
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ÅOngoing WwN presentations/courses worldwide 

ÅWwN Position Paper in many languages available

ÅThematic PIANC website (https://www.pianc.org/working-with-

nature)

ÅWwN online database collection and certification process 

established in 2013

ÅWG 176 - Guide for Applying Working With Nature to Navigation 

Infrastructure

ÅWwN project certification

ÅWwN awards made every four years

Strategic Initiatives

Working with Nature


