
Chesapeake & Ohio Canal Association

Level Walker Program
What are LeveL WaLkers?

Level Walkers are volunteers in the Level Walker 
Program. The program is a popular feature of the 

C&O Canal assOCiatiOn and is the longest standing 
volunteer program in the park.

Level Walkers must be members of the C&O Canal 
Association and be willing and able to perform light 

volunteer duties on their level.

Level Walkers are assigned to a level of the C&O 
Canal, taking into consideration preferences for the 

length of the level, the location and other special 
interests. The support is valuable because it provides 

maintenance assistance to the park and helps monitor 
the conditions of the park. The program is popular 

because volunteers can operate independently and at a 
level of effort and schedule of their choice.

What Is a CanaL LeveL?

For the purposes of the Level Walker program, the 
184.5 miles of the C&O Canal are divided into 69 

segments. The segments vary in length from just over 
one mile to more than five miles; but are usually 2-3 

miles long. These segments are called levels.

Level Walker Application

Full Name: 

Address: 

City: State: Zip:

Contact Phone: 

E-mail:

Is there a certain level or area of the towpath you would like to walk?

How far are you willing to travel to reach your level? 

Please mail to: C&O Canal Association, P.O. Box 366, Glen Echo, MD
20812-0366  

or send the requested information by e-mail to: lw@candocanal.org 

What Do Level Walkers Do?

1. Walk the assigned level a minimum of once a year,
but ideally 3-4 times a year or seasonally. Level
walkers set their own schedule for their walks.

2. Pick up litter, perform light maintenance and moni-
tor conditions along the level. Level walkers can focus
on any or all particular area of interest – some prefer
to focus on trash clean-up, others pay close attention

to canal structures and some specialize on natu-
ral conditions. The cumulative effort makes a great 

contribution to the park!

3. Submit a written report in a timely manner after
each walk. The reports are the basis for the Level
Walker chairperson’s reports to the National Park

Service and the Association. Reports are summarized 
in the Association’s popular quarterly newsletter, 

Along the Towpath. 

For more information, visit 
candocanal.org/level/

C & O Canal Association
Level Walker Chairperson

lw@candocanal.org
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